Thomas Dempsey Curtner
February 22, 1955 - September 6, 2019

Thomas Dempsey Curtner age 64 of Townsend went to heaven to be with his Savior on
Friday, September 6, 2019. Thomas grew up in Athens, TN and graduated from McMinn
County High School. He graduated with a music degree from Tennessee Wesleyan
College and also a degree in computer science from Pellissippi Community College.
Thomas was employed with Tennessee Valley Authority for 21 years as a Senior Software
Engineer. His passions and hobbies included playing and composing music, sports cars,
hiking, kayaking, and spending time with his family. Thomas was very gifted in so many
ways and will be immensely missed by his family and friends. Preceded in death by his
daughter, Marian Curtner; sister, Margaret Curtner; parents, Lewis Dempsey Curtner, MD
and Georgetta Curtner. He is survived by his wife of 32 years, Sharon; son and daughterin-law, Justin and Ami Evans; grandchildren, Hope and Jace Evans. Graveside service will
be at 10:30 a.m. Thursday, September 12, 2019 at Brown Hill Church in Tellico Plains, TN
with Pastor Bill Moore officiating. Family will receive friends from 5:00 p.m. until 7:00 p.m.
Thursday at Smithview Pavilion with a memorial service at 7:00 p.m. with Pastor Keith
Johnson officiating. The family asks that any donations be made to Smoky Mountain
Meals on Wheels at 3509 Tuckaleechee Pike, Maryville, TN 37803 or
www.smokymountainmow.org. Smith Funeral & Cremation Service, Maryville, 983-1000,
www.SmithFuneralandCremation.com
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Viewing

05:00PM - 07:00PM

Smithview Pavilion
601 Smithview Drive, Maryville, TN, US, 37803

Comments

“

Emerald Garden Basket was purchased for the family of Thomas Dempsey Curtner.

September 12 at 03:21 PM

“

104 files added to the album LifeTributes

Smith Funeral and Cremation Service - September 11 at 03:30 PM

“

Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for the family of Thomas Dempsey
Curtner.

September 11 at 08:53 AM

“

Although I never met Thomas in person, we had many a time of wonderful fellowship
in the Spirit, speaking of that which we both love, The Word of God. I pray for our
Lord Jesus to send the Comforter to help in this time of loss for Thomas' family, and
dear ones. Thomas, my friend, you will be missed!
Paul Sandhu / Toronto, Canada

Paul Sandhu - September 11 at 07:54 AM

“

Serene Retreat was purchased for the family of Thomas Dempsey Curtner.

September 11 at 07:05 AM

“

Divine Peace Bouquet was purchased for the family of Thomas Dempsey Curtner.

September 10 at 12:25 PM

“

In addition to all Thomas’s other talents, interests and proclivities, he was a good
chess player. He will be missed for his many contributions to the community.

Steve Phillippy - September 09 at 06:37 PM

“

I am so sorry to hear this. When my family moved to Athens in 1971, Tom’s family
immediately welcomed us and made us feel at home in the neighborhood. My
brother David and Tom were fast friends through school and in church, as were our
entire families. We sang in several wonderful musical cantatas together at our little
church. David died in 2016, I know they are catching up with each other. I have many
dear memories of Tom and the Curtner family that I hold dear. I will hold you all in my
heart and lift you in my prayers. My sincerest sympathies.

Janet (Percy) Martin - September 09 at 06:15 PM

“

Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for the family of Thomas Dempsey
Curtner.

September 09 at 09:39 AM

“

Summer's Light Bouquet was purchased for the family of Thomas Dempsey Curtner.

September 08 at 07:44 PM

“

Thomas was unique in many ways. First, and foremost, he loved his family and
always spoke kindly and lovingly about them. I greatly admired that about him. Of
course there were other interests: sports cars, jazz, scotch, and deep discussions on
philosophy, technology and yes, even religion and politics. He was knowledgeable in
all these matters and what I admire the most is that when we had a difference of
opinion he could challenge me but always with great aplomb and remarkable
decorum and modesty. Strong yet gentle. Highly intelligent yet without ego. Men like
Thomas are hard to come by these days. There is a huge void in my life right now ...
I miss you Thomas!

David Rudd - September 08 at 05:37 PM

“

3 files added to the album Thomas doing what he loved

David Rudd - September 08 at 05:06 PM

“

“

These are wonderful
Ami Evans - September 08 at 06:56 PM

2 files added to the album Music Friends

T Atlee Sayres - September 08 at 04:23 PM

“

My brother in Christ is likley running his first worhip service today in heaven as his
musical ability was a blessing to all who were privileged to enjoy his written and
performed music. Thomas was extraordinary in everything he pursued.
The mind he was given to develop understood deep and complex topics ranging
from computer science, theology, all-things-physical, and of course complex musical
structure.
His loyalty as a friend was surpassed by no one.
I will likely be in denial that he has been promoted to heaven, for some time.
His life was lived well.
There is no doubt that he has been upgraded to first class.

Tom Sayres - September 08 at 04:09 PM

“

Thomas was my guitar teacher when I was in 17 in high school. He was a great
influence in my musical development and introduced me to jazz. He constantly
challenged me and in time we became good friends even though he was 9 years
older than me. I went off to college and worked out of state and we lost touch.
Some 20+ years later I ran into him in a Knoxville FedEx. We both stopped and

found it rather amusing to meet each other again in such a way after such a long
time. It was like nothing had changed, even though we had both had many life
experiences in between. He was still a good friend. We spent these last years
playing music together and Thomas still challenged me to grow -- in many ways
other than just music. He was always encouraging even when dealing with his own
challenges.
Thomas was a very good friend and will be deeply missed. He recently had learned
to fluidly play Giant Steps in all 12 keys and wanted me to play along. Maybe one
day we will play that duet.
Michael McCulloch - September 08 at 04:03 PM

“

Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for the family of Thomas Dempsey
Curtner.

September 08 at 03:11 PM

“

I came to know Thomas and Sharon shortly after they moved into Laurel Valley . He
was so much fun to be around , loved his music , and enjoyed playing at Wild Laurel
and The Abbey . My life is fuller having had him as a friend and I will miss him . Rest
In Peace Thomas, we will all be there for Sharon .
Janet Whitt
Laurel Valley

janet whitt - September 08 at 01:59 PM

“

Thomas was a great friend and contributor as Vice President of the Alabama
Tennessee Viper club. He was generous with his time and always had a smile and a
kind word. He will be truly missed
Alan Weakley
President AL/TN Viper Club

Alan Weakley - September 08 at 01:57 PM

“

Alan Weakley, President Tennessee Viper Club purchased the Peaceful White Lilies
Basket for the family of Thomas Dempsey Curtner.

Alan Weakley, President Tennessee Viper Club - September 08 at 01:53 PM

“

Thomas was the most authentically humble person I had the privilege of knowing. He
was blessed not only with great intelligence, wit, and musical talent, but a great heart
and willingness to help others. In fact, in his final hours here on Earth, Thomas took
the time to help me solve a technical problem I was struggling with at work and as we
always did, we shared a laugh and appreciation for one another before he signed off
for the final time. Although I only knew him for a little over two years, we became
close friends through our working relationship and shared passions for highperformance cars, solving business problems through technology, and discussions
about politics and end times theology. Thomas will always be a great role model to
me as a Godly man and I will never forget him. I am comforted by the assurance that
I know where he is now and that I will see him again one day.
- Howard Tripp

Howard Tripp - September 08 at 01:50 PM

