Terry Lee Tyler
November 15, 1956 - May 17, 2019

Terry Lee Tyler, born November 15, 1956 in Owensboro, Kentucky to Jo Ann Tyler
Vanwinkle and Bill Tyler, passed away on May 17, 2019. He graduated from Bearden High
School and received an associate degree in Fight Technology from the Florida Institute of
Technology. He served as a Chief Flight Instructor from 1978 to 1980, then worked as a
pilot for Diversified Energies from 1980 to 1981, Masada Investment Corporation from
1981 to 1985, and the Tennessee Valley Authority from 1985 to 1988. In 1988 he was
hired as a chief pilot by Stowers machinery corporation, where he had a 30 year safety
record. Terry logged over 14,650 flight hours of which over 9,000 were logged with
Stowers.
Terry was preceded in death by his mother, Jo Ann Vanwinkle Tyler, and his brother, Dan
Tyler. He is survived by his wife of thirty-two years, Barbara Jacobs Tyler, his beloved
daughter, Samantha Tyler Bundy (Seth), his adored granddaughters, Bailey Tyler, Emma
Bundy, Harper Bundy, and Kaylee Bundy Degroodt, his father, Bill Tyler (Maggie), his
sister Tina Bailes (Kelly), his brother Scott Tyler (Laura), and many nieces and nephews
as well as great nieces and nephews.
Terry was a remarkably selfless, hardworking, fun, kind, and loving man. His family meant
everything to him, especially his precious granddaughters. He was one of those few
individuals who could say on a daily basis that he loved his job and the wonderful people
he worked and flew with. He was an avid golfer and was especially proud of his hole in
one and his involvement with the many golf tournaments at Green Meadow Golf Country
Club.
In lieu of flowers the family requests donations to the Wounded Warrior Project, the
Disabled Veterans Association or St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital, all of which Terry
was honored to support.
Family will receive friends from 5:00 until 7:00 PM, Thursday, May 23, 2018 at Smith
Trinity Chapel. Memorial service will follow at 7:00 PM with Rev. Gary Stinnett officiating.

For family and Terry’s close friends there will also be Celebration of Life at Green Meadow
Country Club on Sunday June 2, 2019, from 5-7 pm. Smith Funeral & Cremation Service,
Maryville, 865-983-1000, http://www.SmithFuneralandCremation.com.
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07:00PM

Smith Trinity Chapel
1402 Tuckaleechee Pike, Maryville, TN, US, 37803

Comments

“

Terry was one of the good guys. He will be missed.
His friend.
Gary Johnson

gary johnson - May 25, 2019 at 09:11 PM

“

I knew Terry through Stowers Machinery Corporation for 8 years. He was always
such a nice, caring person and always a delight to speak with. He will be deeply
missed by all.
My thoughts and prayers are with you and your family in this time of sorrow.
LeeAnn Irwin
Stowers Machinery

LeeAnn Irwin - May 23, 2019 at 04:46 PM

“

118 files added to the album LifeTributes

Smith Funeral and Cremation Service - May 23, 2019 at 10:00 AM

“

I’m a member of Green Meadow and have had the pleasure of playing golf and
sharing a beer with Terry. I was proud to call him friend. Fantastic person and great
guy will truly be missed by me. Condolences to the family. Our prayers go out to you.
Jim and Eydie Steffens

Jim Steffens - May 22, 2019 at 06:04 PM

“

Barbara,
Please accept our sincere condolences as we share the many broken hearts on
learning of Terry’s eternal flight. As all the children grew up and paths changed, for
over 30 years we would catch up at the airport, pick up where we left off and be up to
speed. Terry’s first question every time would always be how is Sugar and all the
girls. Sharing events for our kids getting married and tracking his grandchildren were
the highlights. Genuinely kind, happy and sincere were his signature. Sharing flying
and his humble counsel when I queried about things will always remain with me. He
absolutely loved it and countless times would share his gratefulness for his tenure,
how his Stowers career had blessed him and treated him just like family. Sadly, we
are in ECP and unable to make it 5/23. We would occasionally bump into him here
when on a flight with Randy.
We will continue to lift you and all the family in prayer.
Godspeed Terry.
Mark and Sugar Frye

Mark Frye - May 22, 2019 at 10:24 AM

“

Terry was my second flight instructor. I was a 16 yoa with more desire than aptitude
for flying and Terry had the patience of Job! I imagine that I gave him some good
stories to tell too. He was the kind of fellow that you never felt intimidated by him and
you really wanted to get it right so you didn't let him down. Barbara, you and your
family are in my prayers during this difficult time. CAVU, Terry.

Neal A Stone - May 21, 2019 at 09:47 PM

“

I joined Green Meadow Country Club 24 years ago and immediately became friends
with Terry. We shared a lot of good times playing golf and tournaments together, as
well as celebrating afterwards in the 19th hole ( we were a lot younger then).
Terry was a friend to everyone who met him and never had a bad word to say about
anyone, a true gentleman.
Elle and I will miss Terry’s friendly greeting every time we go to the club. RIP my
friend.
We all lost a great person and friend.
Our sincere condolences to Barbara, Sam and the rest of the family.
Jeff and Elle TePastte

Jeff TePastte - May 21, 2019 at 05:16 PM

“

Peaceful White Lilies Basket was purchased for the family of Terry Lee Tyler.

May 21, 2019 at 04:12 PM

“

Basket of Memories was purchased for the family of Terry Lee Tyler.

May 21, 2019 at 02:50 PM

“

Peaceful White Lilies Basket was purchased for the family of Terry Lee Tyler.

May 21, 2019 at 02:26 PM

“

I first met Terry in 1981 when I flew into Knoxville and he was with the TVA. On future
trips in we would sometimes chat in the old Cherokee Aviation lobby. He was always
friendly and easy to talk with. When I moved to Knoxville in 1996 Terry was one of
the first to welcome me and the talks with him and many other based pilots, now in
the new Cherokee and soon to be TacAir lobby, will always be treasured. I'm
surprised the world has any problems left. I enjoyed the few time I got to fly with him
and it was easy to tell that he loved his job. He was a loyal friend and a pilot's pilot
and will be missed. My wife Lee's and my condolences to his family and many other
friends.
Godspeed West Terry Tyler!
Bill & Lee Babis

Bill Babis - May 20, 2019 at 05:35 PM

“

T was one of the best that I have ever known. To His wife and family please know how
much he was loved by everyone that knew him. Please God open your arms and welcome
him in to paradise. God speed.
Paul and Terry Alexander - May 21, 2019 at 08:36 AM

“

Peaceful White Lilies Basket was purchased for the family of Terry Lee Tyler.

May 20, 2019 at 05:23 PM

