Terry Michael Prince
June 25, 1958 - October 27, 2020

Terry Michael Prince, age 62 of Knoxville, passed away Tuesday, October 27, 2020. He
graduated from Columbia Central High School in 1976. He was a graduate of The
University of Tennessee Knoxville. Terry was a world traveler, an avid Republican, Baptist
Faith, and served on the Knox County School Board. He was head of safety at Cooper
Standard. Preceded in death by grandparents, Archie and Lillie Prince; grandmother,
Bertha S. Berrong. Survived by parents, Homer Willis and Betty Prince; brother, Doug
Prince (Kathy); Uncle John Berrong (Theresa); nieces and nephews, William Prince,
Meagan Prince, Allen Prince; several cousins, other family and special friends. Family will
receive friends from 1:00 until 2:00 PM Monday, November 2, 2020 at Smith Trinity
Chapel. Funeral service will follow at 2:00 PM with Pastor Charles Farley officiating.
Family and friends will assemble at 3:00 PM for interment Monday, November 2, 2020 at
Zion’s Chapel Cemetery. In lieu of flowers, donations can be made to American Kidney
Fund, 11921 Rockville Pike, Suite 300, Rockville, MD 20852. Smith Funeral & Cremation
Service, Maryville, 865-983-1000, www.SmithFuneralandCremation.
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Comments

“

We are so grateful for Terry and all the energy and passion he invested in our
students at Knox County Schools! We know he will be greatly missed.

Daniel Watson - December 02, 2020 at 11:10 PM

“

Don Logue purchased the Care and Compassion Spray for the family of Terry
Michael Prince.

Don Logue - November 02, 2020 at 07:01 AM

“

66 files added to the album LifeTributes

Smith Funeral and Cremation Service - October 31, 2020 at 02:24 PM

“

Mike was a great friend. He and my dog were best friends as well. I will miss Mike. Mt
deepest condolences to the family.
Mykol - November 01, 2020 at 10:50 PM

“

My best friend, my "Brother in the East", my partner in crime. He will never, ever be
forgotten.
Marvanne Baker

Marvanne Baker - October 30, 2020 at 10:07 PM

“

Deepest sympathies from the Knox County Register of Deeds, Nick McBride, and
staff.

Nick McBride - October 30, 2020 at 04:14 PM

“

“

Deepest sympathy to Mike’s family. Praying for you. Debby Richard’s
Debby Richards - November 01, 2020 at 09:46 AM

Fairest of All was purchased for the family of Terry Michael Prince.

October 30, 2020 at 02:59 PM

“

Cooper Standard, Surgoinsville, Tn purchased the Beautiful in Blue for the family of
Terry Michael Prince.

Cooper Standard, Surgoinsville, Tn - October 30, 2020 at 01:32 PM

“

Mike will be forever missed! I was very saddened to hear he had passed as I had
spoken with him a couple weeks ago. He was such a great guy and kept you
laughing from the funny stories he would tell. I knew him for 18 years working with
him at Cooper Standard and he was a true friend. He would do anything for you. He
would always call me at work and say I need to speak to someone in the “complaint
department” or would always tease me about hitting my head at the first HSE
conference that I attended. There is a huge hole in this world without him. For the
family, I am so sorry for your loss and I will be praying for you.

Gabrielle Buchanan - October 30, 2020 at 12:54 AM

“

Lavender Reflections Spray was purchased for the family of Terry Michael Prince.

October 30, 2020 at 12:45 AM

“

My husband and I along with all the Cooper Laredo, TX Team are saddened by the
loss of a great friend and offer our most sincere condolences.
I will never forget his kindness, his smile and all the laughter we shared.
I will miss Mikes friendship, he would always call to check up on us both
professionally and personally. I will never forget his calls to me when I became sick- I
will cherish the cards he sent me which always lifted my spirits.
Love you Mike, see you on the other side.

Delilah Martinez - October 30, 2020 at 12:33 AM

“

I’m so sorry for your loss. Mike was a good friend to so many. We had been talking
about getting together for lunch. I will miss his smiling face and his friendship.
Becky Massey

Becky Massey - October 29, 2020 at 09:43 PM

“

Divine Peace Bouquet was purchased for the family of Terry Michael Prince.

October 29, 2020 at 04:05 PM

“

Victoria Ann Russell Cathey purchased the Ocean Breeze Spray for the family of
Terry Michael Prince.

Victoria Ann Russell Cathey - October 29, 2020 at 02:52 PM

“

My co-workers and I met Mike through our professions, but Mike became more than
that to us. We have lost a very special friend.
Mike was always quick with a joke, and always kind. One of Mike's favorite jokes was
one I'd seen him use multiple times when we went out to dinner on business trips. If
our server had done a good job (as they usually would after being charmed by Mike)
when dinner was finished and it was time to leave, Mike would ask our server to call
the manager over. Since this is usually a sign that the customer has a complaint, the
server and manager would come to the table looking nervous. That would last about
a second, because Mike would quickly launch into flowery praise for the server.
Everybody would have a smile on their faces as we left.
And that was Mike's gift to the world: leaving a trail of smiling people wherever he
went. Although we are sad to see him go, we'll smile when we think of him, as he
would have wanted us to do.

Bill Kincaid - October 29, 2020 at 10:39 AM

“

Anne-Gaelle Moegen lit a candle in memory of Terry Michael Prince

Anne-Gaelle Moegen - October 29, 2020 at 08:12 AM

“

So many people pass through our life but there are some that leave a lasting
impression. Mike left a lasting impression. He always had a story to tell and he could
definitely keep you laughing. Even though he was a coworker, he was a great friend
and confidante. He always talked about his family and you could hear the love he
had for each one. We are all so
devastated to hear of his passing and he will always be remembered. Fly high Mike.
We will see you when we get there!!!
For his family,
You raised a wonderful person. He was always so kind and respectful. I knew I could
count on him if I needed anything even if it was just a laugh. His love for you showed
so much and you could tell he was very proud of you all. I will be praying for you all in
the coming days as I know this is very difficult. The only peace that you can have is
knowing he isn’t hurting anymore and he is upstairs watching over all of you. Bless
you all in this time.

Charleen Jones - October 28, 2020 at 05:39 PM

“

My wife Barb and I are so saddened to hear of Mike’s passing. Mike worked for me
at Cooper Standard for many years, but it was far more than a boss-employee
relationship- Mike was a great friend! He loved to travel and he and I traveled
together a lot! It was always fun to check into hotels together- the Prince and the
King! I could always count on Mike to get me the best deals on hotels! He always
cared for others far more than himself. He talked openly about his family and you just
knew he was proud of them all and loved his parents deeply! He always had a smile
and was always willing to help anyone if he could! Even after we no longer worked
together, we would still get together regularly for dinner. It might have been months in
between those dinners, but our conversations were just like we had seen each other
the day before. Mike was a true “Southern Gentleman”- I treasured our friendship
together and I will miss him greatly.
To Mike’s “kin” (as he would say), I wish you God’s peace and blessings, and ask
you to take comfort in His word that Mike has made his final trip Home.
Gerry King

Gerry King - October 28, 2020 at 04:33 PM

“

Cooper Standard Fairview Michigan Plant purchased the Beautiful in Blue for the
family of Terry Michael Prince.

Cooper Standard Fairview Michigan Plant - October 28, 2020 at 03:28 PM

“

Divine Peace Bouquet was purchased for the family of Terry Michael Prince.

October 28, 2020 at 03:14 PM

“

Mike was not only my professional colleagues, but a great friend. Friends stay in
contact when they change jobs and that is just what Mike and I did, chatting and
seeing each regularly. He was one of the nicest people I have met, always willing to
give a helping hand to whomever needed it. He loved to travel and see the world, but
he always returned to “The center of the Universe – Knoxville, TN.” Mike has friends
everywhere and we all welcomed his visits. I know we will all truly miss is friendship,
but he will always be in our hearts.
To Mike’s family believe that we are all saddened by Mike’s passing but we all better
for knowing him, he will be missed.

Jeff Powers - October 28, 2020 at 03:13 PM

“

Mike was not only my professional colleagues, but a great friend. Friends stay in
contact when they change jobs and that is just what Mike and I did, chatting and
seeing each regularly. He was one of the nicest people I have met, always willing to
give a helping hand to whomever needed it. He loved to travel and see the world, but
he always returned to “The center of the Universe – Knoxville, TN.” Mike has friends
everywhere and we all welcomed his visits. I know we will all truly miss is friendship,
but he will always be in our hearts.
To Mike’s family believe that we are all saddened by Mike’s passing but we all better
for knowing him, he will be missed.

Jeff Powers - October 28, 2020 at 03:11 PM

“

Your Friends at Baker Donelson purchased the Beautiful in Blue for the family of
Terry Michael Prince.

Your Friends at Baker Donelson - October 28, 2020 at 03:02 PM

“

Sue Palmer lit a candle in memory of Terry Michael Prince

Sue Palmer - October 28, 2020 at 02:59 PM

“

One of Mike's biggest influences on me was when he reminded me of the importance
to always start a conversation with a "hello", or "good morning" or "how are you
today"...then move to the business at hand. It was a privilege and honor to work with
Mike. Mr. Prince will be missed...

Dan Kiel - October 28, 2020 at 02:21 PM

“

Mike was one of the nicest and most helpful people I have ever worked with. We are
so sad here in Spring Lake to learn of his passing. My thoughts and prayers are with
all of his family.

Sharon Carrns - October 28, 2020 at 02:08 PM

“

1 file added to the tribute wall

Rick Comrie - October 28, 2020 at 02:00 PM

“

Angela lit a candle in memory of Terry Michael Prince

Angela - October 28, 2020 at 01:54 PM

“

Christy lit a candle in memory of Terry Michael Prince

Christy - October 28, 2020 at 01:43 PM

“

Mike loved his family and his extended family! He always kept up with everyone and
helped everyone to stay close. Mike was passionate and efficient in everything he
did.
If Mike teased you, he loved you! (I was “that Yankee”. Ha! ) I loved Mike and I will
miss him.
Uncle Willis, Aunt Betty, Doug and family: I am praying for you all as you go through
this difficult time. I love all of you.
~Brenda Prince

Brenda Prince - October 28, 2020 at 12:06 PM

“

Heartfelt Condolences and Prayers!
Cathy
Cathy Slabaugh - October 28, 2020 at 02:10 PM

“

I can't remember a time spent with Mike that he didn't have me in tears of laughter. He had
the greatest passion for life and helping others. I was truly blessed to have worked with you
and have you as a life long friend. Smile my friend, the railroad tracks are behind you and
everlasting peace be with you. Your mischievous, contagious smile will be forever missed.
My heartfelt condolences to Mike's family and friends; know that he admired and loved you
greatly. May God grant you comfort during this time of loss.
Sue Palmer
Sue Palmer - October 28, 2020 at 02:58 PM

“

Mike and I met while attending The University of Tennessee, worked together on Robin
Beards 1982 campaign and remained lifelong friends. He was a good friend and good man
and he will be missed greatly.
Jim Reagan
Jim Reagan - January 17 at 07:06 PM

