Dr. Steven R. Watts
February 23, 1950 - January 7, 2021

Dr. Steven R. Watts died quickly and peacefully at home on January 7, 2021.
He was preceded by his parents, Don & Grace Watts; his brothers, Kurt and Dan, and
special cousin, Maxine.
He is survived by his wife, partner, soul mate and best friend of over 39 years, Linda
Christensen. He is also survived by sisters-in-law and brothers-in-law Barbara Watts, Bill
& Jeanine Christensen and Cathy & Jim Schoonover, 6 nieces and nephews and 6 great
nieces and nephews.
Dr. Watts was a chiropractor for 39 years, 33 years in Maryville. He loved his profession –
taking care of patients and their families (many 3 and 4 generations), spending time with
other chiropractors and getting adjusted. He loved his patients like family and appreciated
the trust and faith they put in his care.
He will be remembered for his quick wit and sense of humor; love of life, education and
learning, nature, photography, travel and adventure.
And now he is on his ultimate adventure.
A casual celebration of his life will be held Sunday, April 11, from 2 pm to 4 pm, at
Smithview Pavilion, 601 Smithview Drive, Maryville, TN.
In lieu of flowers, memorial donations may be made to: Friends of the Smokies, P O Box
1660, Kodak, TN 37764, https://friendsofthesmokies.org/donate/,
TCA Chiropractic Foundation, 2123 8th Avenue S, Nashville, TN 37204, tnchiro Donations Detail (ce21.com),
Dr. Kerry White Scholarship “I Can, I Will”, Life University,
https://alumni.life.edu/scholarshipsgift, select the “Dr Kerry White Scholarship”, click the
tribute box to enter Dr. Watt’s tribute information.

Sherman Chiropractic College, P. O. Box 1452, Spartanburg, SC 29304,
www.sherman.edu/donate.
Smith Funeral and Cremation Service, Maryville, 865-983-1000,
www.SmithFuneralandCremation.com.

Comments

“

I am just today learning of Dr. Watts passing and I sit hear crying my eyes out for the
loss of an amazing person that left this world too soon. Linda, I send prayers of
comfort to you and all of the Watts Chiropractic office. Dr. Watts was always so kind
and helpful with my many back and hip issues. Your entire office always made me
feel cared for. Sincerely, Rachel Hester

Rachel Hester - March 04 at 09:45 AM

“

Linda, I just found out 2 days ago. I am so sorry love.
Sincerely
Kellie Templin (Roberts)

you're in my prayers

Kellie Roberts - February 22 at 09:18 AM

“

I heard the sad news today. Linda, I’m so sorry for your loss. Both you and Steve
have always been a bright, shining friendly light in my day. May he Rest In Peace
and may you find healing, my friend.

Amy Hazlett - February 17 at 05:36 PM

“

Linda,
I have just heard the sad news of Dr. Steve's passing. My heart and prayers go out to
you. You both have been such wonderful friends for many years.
Beth

Beth Malburg - February 01 at 02:17 PM

“

Linda, I am so sorry that you are having to walk this path much sooner than either of
you expected. I am so sorry for your loss and sure wish you well. Dr. Watts was a
great Dr. as well as being my friend Linda's right hand man and encouraging all your
work with me when we were in ABWA! Take care and God bless you and yours
always. Love, Patricia Baker

Patricia - January 21 at 01:02 PM

“

My heart breaks at this news, Dr Watts will be sadly missed. He & Linda made a
lasting impact on my life and I will always be grateful. I pray for God to give you
peace and comfort in this time of loss.

Kristina Morales - January 18 at 04:47 PM

“

I’m so shocked to hear of Dr. Watts’ passing. It seems we had just received the letter
announcing his retirement. Prayers for comfort for his family and friends.

Joanna Peterson - January 15 at 01:25 PM

“

Our deepest thoughts and prayers go out to you all. We were so shocked to hear this
news. Continued thoughts and deepest sympathies to you in this time of sorrow. He
will be greatly missed.
Sean & LeeAnn Irwin

Sean & LeeAnn Irwin - January 15 at 09:16 AM

“

Linda, I was so shocked to hear about Dr. Watts. I will keep you in my prayers and
thoughts. Ted Trohanowsky

trohanowsky - January 14 at 08:10 AM

“

I am sad in his passing and deeply uplifted in his living. Breakfast, sitting in little diner
booths with Linda and he to enjoy great breakfasts, searching for the worlds greatest
biscuits, listening to him speak of himself in the third person, pausing my breath as
he shared a joke of which none of us were positive if it was a joke - "Dr Watts made a
funny", watching he and Linda walk off to their adventures with their funny hats and
backpack, taking in the beauty of the resulting photographs they would produce,
appreciating how perfect God's plan s when I watch how the two of them perfectly
loved to be together, respecting how many miles he could keep a car functional,
knowing that when Steve was watching me - I was being looked over by a great and
honest man who looked for the same choices in other men. My memories of Steve
are of his love expressed. Thank you for providing this place for each of us to
remember, feel, write and share of these feelings. I already miss my friend. I stand
beside my continued friendship with you Linda. Blessings, Dean

Dean DePice - January 14 at 03:10 AM

“

Linda, it’s hard to find the words. My memories of both of you are full of laughter and
friendship. Steve will be greatly missed, but the legacy you both built will live on in
our hearts. All my love, Sharon Fesmire

Sharon Fesmire - January 13 at 10:42 PM

“

Linda,
I am so sad to hear about Steve’s passing. I feel honored to have known such
wonderful, fun and caring man. My thoughts and prayers are with you.

Cathy Miller - January 13 at 06:51 PM

“

We just found out and are grieving with you! What a shock! We love you- Penny and
Terry Krips

penny krips - January 13 at 05:48 PM

“

I worked for him at the chiropractic office my senior year of high school 1989. He was
such a fun-loving, caring, & motivational person. He was truly an inspirational person.
Memories of his positive encouragement have followed me for decades. I will be
praying for Linda and the family.

Bridget Hopkins Stapleton - January 13 at 05:29 PM

“

My heart and prayers go out to you, Linda, and your family. Please accept my
deepest condolences for your loss. I will miss his seminars and the fun way he had of
presenting beneficial information to those of us in attendance. SG

Shirley A GALLOWAY - January 13 at 03:19 PM

“

I am in shock! I just heard about this a few minutes ago. I am heartbroken! :-( He was
a wonderful man and he will be so missed! Prayers for Linda, Kim, Dr. Book, and his
wife.

Pam Bennett - January 13 at 02:50 PM

“

So sorry to hear this. Prayers for Linda and the family.

Jacob Kimrey - January 13 at 01:03 PM

“

The Maryville community and surrounding area will greatly miss Dr Watts’ kindness,
his service, and his larger-than -life personality. He was without doubt an integral part
of many Blount County households and organizations. This is indeed a sad day for
us and all his friends in many other areas. Heartfelt condolences to Linda and all his
family.

Faye Wooden - January 13 at 09:58 AM

“

I am speachless... This has taken my breath away literally.. I don't even know how
express how my heart is breaking right now. I absolutely loved Dr Watts and so did
Tristan. Linda... if you need anything and I mean anything please let me know. I love
you and I am praying for your strength and God's comfort. Such a good man and the
two of you as a team touched so so many! Tristan is going to be devastated but I
know Dr Watts will live on through memories. I will forever ask Tristan... When you
get home what are the 1st 3 things you will need to do.. Tristan will always answer
with Clean my room. Thank you Dr Watts for just being amazing and always having a
story ready... simply for a laugh or to truly inspire.
Allen Swank

Allen Swank - January 12 at 10:57 PM

“
“

Such a talented,kind, wonderful human being. The best. Linda, you are in my prayers.
Jean Yates - January 13 at 09:35 AM

I was so sorry to hear of your loss . He was my doctor for several years. He was a
wonderful person and loved his patients . He was always smiling and so kind. I am praying
for you.
Phyllis Rhyne - January 13 at 12:30 PM

“

So very sorry to hear this he was a special person to me. Sorry I haven't been able to
get back lately. Linda may the lord be with you and give you comfort. Ron Patty

Ron patty - January 12 at 10:48 PM

“

I will greatly miss Dr. Watts. There are people who come into your life and make a
difference, a lasting wonderful difference. Steven Watts was one who not only did
that, but so much more. I will miss him greatly. Linda, may the Lord bless you and
give you great comfort. - Darrell

Darrell Bridges - January 12 at 10:26 PM

“

So so sad, Dr Watts was such a caring man, my heart aches for you Linda, he will be
sadly missed, praying for you.

Barbara Zimmerman - January 12 at 08:08 PM

“

Linda
We are so saddened by this news. We are praying for you and your family. We loved
Dr Watts wit and will so miss hearing his funny little stories that made us laugh.
Dennis and Karen Hawkins

Karen Hawkins - January 12 at 08:05 PM

“

The Blount Business Professionals chapter purchased the Emerald Garden Basket
for the family of Dr. Steven R. Watts.

The Blount Business Professionals chapter - January 12 at 07:31 PM

“

Steve was a wonderful friend to my husband and me. We have known he and Linda
for many years. We shared photography and travel as hobbies and enjoyed his
unique sense of humor and his pictures from around the world. Our hearts are
broken for you, Linda, and wish that we could be with you at this difficult time.

Steve and Carol Rothschild - January 12 at 07:16 PM

“

Dr. Watts was my chiropractor for 23 years. He had a great sense of humor and was
quick witted. I enjoyed seeing he, Linda & Kim every week. All were/are part of my
family. He has moved on to his next adventure. I am sending Linda hugs, prayers
and comfort. I love you both!
Mary Jo Willocks

Mary Jo Willocks - January 12 at 06:58 PM

“

Dearest Linda, Kim, the Book family, friends and loved ones,
We just learned of this tragedy and are, like others, in shock. Dr. Watts was our
doctor, friend and sometimes guru/mentor for many, many years. Linda and Kim and
others who were lucky enough to work with him, were and are very important people
in our lives. This is so unbelievable. He seemed to be in good shape and was very
happy to finally be retiring. As all his patients know, he was our Angel! We were so
blessed to have had him in our lives, and somehow, somewhere he is joking with
others and giving them his amazing Love. Few people have touched so many lives,
in such radiant and enriching ways. He helped us through many health challenges
more than any “regular” doctor ever could. We will not forget you, and will keep all of
you affected in our prayers. I hope the Ferrets who went before him, that he cared for
so much, are happy to see him in some way. Thank you dear Doctor Watts for being
you. You were what we can all aspire too. All our Love, Bill and Sabine Benson

Bensons - January 12 at 06:04 PM

“

Dear Linda, walt and I are so sorry about Dr. Watt's passing. We have apprecuated
so much the friendship, caring, and prayers of both of you. I will miss his sense of
humor, and his concern for our health. I'm praying for your peace as you get through
this.

Janie Souder - January 12 at 05:39 PM

“

I WANT TO THANK YOU FOR SHARING DOC WITH US!!!
YOUR AUTOPRO FAMILY

LEE J BROOKS - January 12 at 05:21 PM

“

Dear Linda. I am so sorry to hear of Dr. Watts passing. Please accept my
condolences and wishes for peace during this time. I have enjoyed knowing you and
Dr Watts over the past year and he helped me so much. I will keep you in my
prayers.
Tony Beaman

Tony Beaman - January 12 at 04:37 PM

“

Dear Linda:
So sorry to hear of the passing of your wonderful husband, Steve! He was a joy and
a great help to many, both physically and spiritually! I wonder if he's spreading good
cheer to everyone in Heaven? He'll be missed! Love ya! Prayers are coming your
way.
Love, Millie Stoutt

Melitta "Millie" Stoutt - January 12 at 02:25 PM

“

Dear Linda,
You and Dr Watts have been so kind to me and so positive. Dr Watts was kind, with a
gentle sense of humor. He would always ask me about my personal interests and tell
me about the shenanigans of the ferrets. I greatly appreciate his care and your
positivity at a stressful time of my life. My deepest sympathy to you!

Karen Chandler - January 12 at 01:52 PM

“

I am shocked and saddened to learn of Dr. Watts' passing. My thoughts and prayers
are with you, Linda, and with the entire Watts Chiropractic family. You have my
deepest sympathies. Kenlyn Foster

Kenlyn Foster - January 12 at 01:40 PM

“

Pat Brown lit a candle in memory of Dr. Steven R. Watts

pat brown - January 12 at 01:31 PM

“

I knew Dr. Steven Watts for a very short period but the very first time we met in his
office when he took me on as a patient he made me feel like family. His whole office
was upbeat and they made you feel like they were just waiting for you to get there.
Everyone walking thru the door was special and I felt like it was a reflection of Dr.
Steve's persona. His smile and quick wit made me smile. He made my world a little
brighter. I would say that he was a great example of what we all should strive for.
Michael & Shirley Y

Michael Yeauger - January 12 at 01:13 PM

“

Linda,
Please accept my most sincere condolences for the passing of Dr. Watts (Doc
Watts). I was shocked to hear of his sudden passing. Dr. Watts brought so much joy
to life and to the community. The students and I at Carson-Newman, greatly
appreciated his time and effort each semester as he voluntarily came to campus to
speak on the personal/professional life of a Chiropractor. I will continue to pray for
you and your family. Dr. Watts was a great man. I'm grateful for the privilege to have
known and worked with him.
Sincerely,
Greg Stanley

Greg Stanley - January 12 at 01:11 PM

“

Dear Linda, we are really sorry to read of Dr. Watts’s death. John and I loved his
kidding, and missed you both when we had to stop coming. Not another like him! We
know you have many good memories.

J. Warren - January 12 at 12:39 PM

“

Dear Linda,
We are so deeply saddened to learn of Dr. Watts passing. It is our loss and, though it
sounds so trite, it is heaven's gain. We started visiting Dr. Watts and you shortly after
you moved to Knoxville. Over the years, you all have gotten us through so much,
both physically and spiritually. I regret that the COVID restrictions placed on me by
my severe immune deficiency this last few months, following cancer. When I could
come in, I would do so. I always knew that Dr. Watts Chiropractic was a haven of
love and healing. And Dr. Watts smile, your smile, Kim's smile, would all be there!!
And you all sincerely cared about us, our lives, our families. I don't know any other
caregiver that can remember a thing about our family!
Dr. Watts always tried to get us to adopt a ferret, since our daughter-in-law had and
lost one. We never quite took that step but will always think of him when we talk
about pets!
I loved visiting about your trips, and sharing memories of our Africa trip, as well. I
wish I had taken the opportunity to see the pictures you all took!
Our grief is deep, as I know yours is. I always have a listening ear. Please call!
With our love and prayers,
John and Dee

Dee Smolik - January 12 at 12:29 PM

“

Words cannot express how flabbergasted I am to hear of this terrible news. Dr. Watts
has been a part of my life every two weeks for the past three or four years. I can say
he is loved! My heart goes out to Linda, Kim, and the rest of the staff. My thoughts
and prayers will be with you.

Amanda Horn - January 12 at 09:57 AM

“

We are so sorry to hear of his death. Our thoughts and prayers are with you. Guy and
Teresa Berger
Teresa Berger - January 12 at 10:06 AM

“

We are stunned at this announcement. Our hearts are saddened by the liss of a wonderful
man. Linda, our hearts are hurting for you. Wish we had known before today, Tuesday,
January 12. The Ramos Family.
Janice Ramos - January 12 at 12:02 PM

“

Dear Linda,
It is with a saddened heart that I learned of this only today.
Please know that I am hurting for you.
I always felt comforted when going to the office for treatment
because I was always greeted with my name and a smile.
I always felt welcomed. I know that wonderful treatment I
received from everyone began with Dr. Watts.
With love and prayers,
Trisha
Patricia - January 12 at 01:05 PM

“

Dear Linda,
I am truly shocked and saddened to learn of the passing of "the good doc." He, you, Kim
treated me for over 17 years with patience, knowledge and humor. I would always be
greeted with a "Dallas Alice", hand shake and usually a joke.
His devotion to his trade, you, to his photography will always be remembered.
Loving thoughts and prayers to you, Linda.
Alice McClurg
Alice McClurg - January 12 at 05:29 PM

