Ronald L. Swicegood
December 11, 1943 - February 3, 2021

Ronald (Ronnie) L. Swicegood of Trigonia, TN, 77, passed away February 3, 2021. He
was born in Athens, TN and graduated from Lanier High School in 1962. After graduation,
Ronnie enlisted in the United States Marine Corp and was stationed at Paris Island in
Beaufort, SC as well as spending a year in Okinawa. In 1964, Ronnie married his high
school sweetheart and lifelong partner, Rosalita (Rose) Brewer.
While in Beaufort, Rose gave birth to a son, Ronald (Ron) in 1965. After his USMC
service, they moved to St. Petersburg, FL and then to Huntsville, AL where they
welcomed their second son, Richard (Ricky) in 1967. Next in Memphis, TN, they added
daughter Rosanne (Rosy) to the family in 1973.
In 1976, the family moved to Maryville, TN and began working for Federal Express in
1983. He worked there for over 20 years. Ronnie was well respected at FedEx for his
work ethic and maintains an extensive list of friends from that time, many of which he
endorsed to help get a job.
Upon retirement, Ronnie & Rose built a home and moved to Trigonia, TN on the property
where he grew up as a young boy. It was his dream to live on this property. He truly loved
calling Trigonia his home.
Ronnie & Rose loved their family immensely and hosted Sunday Dinner after church every
week. Ronnie took great delight in attending every grandchild’s play, sporting event or
special program. Ronnie became Papaw upon the arrival of their close friend’s children
Megan and Matthew in the 1980’s. From that point on, Ronnie was known as Papaw, a
name that almost everyone in town called him for the rest of his life. Papaw had a
remarkable gift with children.
Both Papaw & Rose have been devoted followers of Christ their entire lives. This is
evident in their upbringing and in the family they raised. During the last 44 years in
Maryville, they were members of Eastside Church of Christ, Greenback Church of Christ

and Maryville Church of Christ where they attended currently. Papaw was a Christian man
who would pray, laugh, cry, and comfort. He was most certainly a man’s man.
Ronnie is preceded in death by his father, Lloyd Leon Swicegood and mother Elsie Beulah
(Hicks) Swicegood, and brothers Kenneth Wayne Brewer of Maryville and Richard Brewer
of Pungo, VA. He is survived by his wife of 56 years, Rose of Trigonia, son Ron
Swicegood of Trigonia, son Ricky and wife Debbie (Thompson) Swicegood of Trigonia,
daughter Rosanne and husband David Pierce of Maryville. He also precedes ten
grandchildren, Craig and Kayla Kalahar of Maryville, Andrew L. and Alexis Pierce of
Greenback, Abigail R. Pierce of Maryville, Colton R. Swicegood of Trigonia, Megan Rupert
and Cody Bock of Maryville, Matthew and wife Katie Rupert of Alcoa. He also loved three
great grandchildren, Tanner and Tucker Kalahar of Maryville and Annie Rose Bradburn of
Maryville. He leaves sisters Carol (Swicegood) Goforth of Maryville, Christy (Swicegood)
Rauhuff of Friendsville, Sheryl (Swicegood) Underwood of Etowah, Annette (Swicegood)
Williams of Maryville, brother Robin Swicegood of Athens, sisters Jo Ann (Long) Brewer of
Dallas, TX, Betty Brewer of Maryville and Mary Brewer of Pungo, VA. He leaves behind an
extensive family of nieces, nephews and cousins.
Rose and the Swicegood family wish to thank everyone for the outpouring of love and
support. The sheer volume of loved ones, friends and acquaintances who have reached
out is a testament to the positive influence Ronnie had on people over the years.
Due to the Covid restrictions, a private memorial service is planned. The family is very
appreciative of the community’s support. In the interest of safety, Smith Funeral Home will
arrange the register book to be open at the Maryville Church of Christ between 4:00 and
6:00 pm on February 9, 2021. In lieu of flowers, memorial donations may be made in
Ronnie’s memory to World English Institute (WEI) via the Maryville Church of Christ.
Please send donations to WEI, Attn: Tom Langley, P.O. Box 5293, Maryville, TN 37802.
Smith Funeral & Cremation Service, Maryville, 865-983-1000,
www.SmithFuneralandCremation.com.
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Comments

“

So sorry for the unexpected loss of Papaw. God always has a plan and as we know,
we do not always understand it. I'm so glad you all have a huge loving and caring
family. I pray now and will continue to pray for strength and peace and comfort during
this time. Love you all!! Pattie

Pattie Beem - February 10 at 10:43 AM

“

Prayers for the family!

Gail & Richard Ashmore - February 09 at 03:24 PM

“

Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for the family of Ronald L. Swicegood.

February 09 at 02:52 PM

“

Sorry for your lost. Ron got me a a job here at FEDEX in 1989. We has some good
time here .

David Kinnebrew - February 09 at 02:40 PM

“

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of Ronald L. Swicegood.

February 08 at 03:13 PM

“

Divine Peace Bouquet was purchased for the family of Ronald L. Swicegood.

February 08 at 01:55 PM

“

Praying for you all on the loss of this great man!
-Baylor Andes

Baylor Andes - February 08 at 10:08 AM

“

Rose Romanesque Bouquet was purchased for the family of Ronald L. Swicegood.

February 07 at 01:30 PM

“

Rose, so sorry, sending love and prayers of comfort. We have the promise of eternal
life with God and rejoice knowing we will be United once again with our loved ones
on that great day

Liz Chasteen - February 07 at 11:59 AM

“

"Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord, yea that they might rest from their labors,
and their works do follow after them."...condolences and sympathies to all...
Charles & Brenda Gray

Charles Gray - February 06 at 04:46 PM

“

Our hearts break for your loss. May your sweet memories comfort you in the days
ahead. Keeping you in our prayers. Mike and Nancy Holloway

Nancy Holloway - February 06 at 03:10 PM

“

Danny Myers purchased the Sacred Duty Spray for the family of Ronald L.
Swicegood.

Danny Myers - February 06 at 01:08 PM

“

Rose, Ron, Ricky, and Roseanne-Im so glad I have gotten to know Ronnie the past 20+ years. I have never been one
to prayer, but I told Ronnie's sister, Carol, that I'm praying for Rose and the family.
For some reason, I keep thinking God is looking at the good book at the front doors
of heaven when Ronnie got there, and he's smiling, saying "Snag, I'm glad you're
here. " Avery and I love all of you.....

Avery and Julie Goforth - February 06 at 08:28 AM

“

To my Precious Sister, Rose, and all the Family. I could write a book about the 58
plus years, but I will keep it simple. Ronnie was a brother to me, I never thought of
him as an in-law and neither did my Mom or Brothers Dick or Wayne. My precious
daughter and grandchildren always considered Ronnie, Papaw. When we told the
children about him going to heaven they cried about not telling him bye. The
grandchildren are 7, 8, and 9, and this is their first experience with facing someone
they really loved. Our thoughts and prayers will always be said for all of you.
Everyone knows the love I have for you. I have the youngest child in the family and
for years Ron, Ricky, Rosy, Sherry and Joel were mine and during that time everyone
shared with me. Life goes fast, we look around and we are at the end. My message
to all is we must all prepare ourselves to be with Ronnie in heaven forever. The life
he lived gives all the assurance that he is there. Aunt Jo loves all of you.

Jo Ann Long - February 06 at 08:18 AM

“

So sorry Rose to hear of Ronnie's passing.Will be rembering all of you in prayer during this
time.Love to all of you.
Katherine Garland - February 07 at 09:38 PM

“

Dear Rose and family: Barb and I are thinking of you and know that your faith in
Christ will carry you through this time of sorrow. We love you all and will be in prayer
for you and your family in the days to come. James and Barbara Mcghee

James L McGhee - February 06 at 07:34 AM

“

Dear Rose and family: We are heartbroken for you and simply don’t have the words
to ease your loss … or ours. Papa was a light in everyone’s life. Thank you for
sharing him with us. We were so blessed to know him. Sending our love,
condolences, and prayers. Jim & Karen (Pierce) Miller

Karen Miller - February 06 at 12:50 AM

“

Dear Rose and Family, I am so sorry to hear of the passing of Ronnie. Have many
fond memories of spending time with you two when you two would come to Pungo to
visit Dick and Mary. You and Ronnie were the perfect host when Matt and I spent the
night with you in your beautiful home on our way to Nashville. I am sure that
Matt,Dick and Ronnie will be getting together to swap stories. May GOD bless all of
you at this difficult time. Marie Loehmer, Virginia Beach, VA

Marie Loehmer - February 05 at 06:55 PM

“

Dear Rose and all the family, I am so heartbroken over the loss of Ronnie this
man always brought a smile to my face and I cannot thank him enough for giving
my son, let's just say his first and ongoing job at FedEx! I'm sure Stanley is hugging
your neck right now in Heaven! Love and prayers, peace and comfort during this
precious moment of grieving, love Patty Kagley

Patricia Kagley - February 05 at 06:10 PM

“

Dear Rose and family,
We’re so sorry to lose such a bright light in the world, but will be forever grateful to
have had you and Ronnie as a part of our lives. He will be remembered with love
always.
Jeff & Janet (Pierce) Davis

janet davis - February 05 at 03:58 PM

“

Rose and family, I am so sorry to hear of the passing of Ron. My prayers are with
each of you, I sure have missed y’all since I moved. Love, Debbie Rasbury

Debbie Rasbury - February 05 at 03:49 PM

“

Rose and family, my thoughts and prayers are with you all. I remember all the good
times we had at Eastside. He will surely be missed.If you all need anything please let
me know.
Tillie, Ronnie, Lisa and Amanda

Tillie Malone - February 05 at 03:08 PM

“

So sorry to hear about Ronnie. Thinking of Rosealie and our class of 63. May God
comfort your family and ease your burden. Pat Prater Hall.

Patricia Hall - February 05 at 01:28 PM

“

Dear Rose and Family,
We were so very sorry to hear of Ron's passing! Enjoyed seeing him at the Alcoa HS
football games as we cheered our kids on. Please know we are holding you close in
thoughts and prayers.
Vance, Davette, and David Gregory

Davette Gregory - February 05 at 11:43 AM

“

We so always enjoyed outings with this family. Papaw was always happy and sweet
and funny. He was a joy to be around.
Prayers of peace. Heaven is sweeter!
-Gunman & LJ Cowden -

Gunman & LJ Cowden - February 05 at 11:36 AM

“

Dear rose and family we are so saddened by the passing of big Ron. He will truly be
missed by the Clell sparks. Clell has so many great memories growing up with Ron. Love
Clell and loretta
loretta sparks - February 05 at 01:47 PM

“

Rose and children, our prayers are the Lord will surround you with love and comfort
for many days and months to come.
Love to you
Brenda and Jerry Alley

Brenda Crisp Alley - February 05 at 10:50 AM

“

Rose and family,
May the Lord Jesus Christ comfort you all in the loss of your loved one and my good friend.
I hadn’t seen Snag lately but I always knew he would come running with just a phone call. I
have great memories of our friendship.
Love and comfort to all.
Brent 36594
Brent Thomas - February 06 at 06:51 AM

“

Ms Rose & the entire Swicegood family,
My heart is broken over the loss of Ron. He was my friend from the day I met him & he
remained my friend for the next 35+ years. I can't believe we just talked on Monday, making
plans to go to Stoney's for a hot dog....I just hate this!
Now may the Lord of Peace, Himself give You Peace always in Every Way. The Lord be
with You All.....
Preston Smith - February 06 at 09:15 AM

