Roger Dale Elder
November 3, 1949 - January 19, 2021

Roger Dale Elder, 71, passed away peacefully surrounded by his family on January 19,
2021. He was born on November 3, 1949, in Byrdstown, Tennessee to Dale and Ovella
Elder.
Roger Elder was a cowboy. Easy to smile and quick with a joke or a story, his life was
patchworked with tales of road life adventures, cowboy escapades, a matchless work
ethic, deep devotion to children and horses, an uncanny ability to fix anything with hay
string and he could teach anyone to two-step.
If you knew Roger, you knew the love of his life, Sandra. Theirs was a love that could write
a thousand songs, and they shared a life full of family and horses. They loved life together
– from rodeo bible camps to covered arenas, they took on projects that meant a lot to
them and would mean a lot to everyone else in their lives. They were partners in every
sense of the word.
He rode through life on a horse, tractor or down the highway behind the wheel of a truck.
With the road always in front of him and his family square in his heart, Roger understood
what it would take to make his family’s dreams come true. And his family was big and
included generations of kids and boarders at the Elder’s Last Lap Ranch, hundreds of 4Hers and American Quarter Horse Association members, industry friends and colleagues,
and his own cherished family. In short, he gave a helluva lot more than he got. But he
would tell you differently; he would say that his life was rich with the joy of helping others,
the love of family, and earnest appreciation of endless possibilities. He was surrounded by
friends that had the common goal of helping people find the love of horses, but more
importantly, showed them what that love would bring back to them tenfold. He was a
business owner of Elder’s Last Lap Ranch and Double R Sales and Associates. He
volunteered his time to ensure the future of the industry to which he was so devoted. He
was an AQHA Director, Judge, Breeder, Steward, the AQHA National Youth Committee
Chairman, and he sat on two Tennessee Governor’s commissions for horse racing and
animal welfare.

He was always proud of his family. Whether it was watching his grandson’s baseball or
football games, going to a horse show with his daughter, talking to his son about horse
racing or simply sitting around the table, Roger loved and was very proud of each one.
Roger is survived by his wife Sandra Elder; his son John Elder and his wife Julie and their
children Ty and Will; his daughter Sarah Elder Chabot and her husband Andy Chabot; and
his brother Doug Elder and his wife Rhonda.
In lieu of flowers, the family would appreciate donations to American Quarter Horse
Foundation at http://www.aqha.com/give or the Roger and Sandra Elder 4-H Horse Endow
ment
For Blount County. Donations can be made online by visiting the http://www.tn4hfoundatio
n.org/donate in memory of Roger Elder or checks can be written to the Tennessee 4-H Fo
undation and note the endowment.
A Celebration of Life will be held on Saturday, January 23rd at 3pm for an outdoor service
at Grandview Pavilion, 2316 Graves Road, Maryville, TN 37803. Masks are requested and
Cowboy hats are welcome. Smith Funeral & Cremation Service, Maryville, 865-983-1000,
http://www.SmithFuneralandCremation.com.
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Comments

“

Mr. Elder was a beautiful man, kind, humorous and strong. I enjoyed working with
him. I am sorry for your loss Sandra and family.
Jessica

Jessica - February 11 at 08:52 PM

“

I’ll never forget Sandra and Roger teaching me my first riding lesson when I was 7.
What a lasting impression that day has made on my life. God Bless you Miss Sandra!

Jessica White Ogle - January 31 at 09:31 PM

“

Sandra, I am so sorry for your loss. My prayers for you and your family. Debbie
Graves Rasbury

Debbie Rasbury - January 24 at 12:04 PM

“

Divine Peace Bouquet was purchased for the family of Roger Dale Elder.

January 23 at 10:20 AM

“

We were so sorry to hear about Roger. Our thoughts snd prayers are with you all

Rebecca Hruz - January 23 at 09:47 AM

“

All of us here at Countryside Veterinary Services are deeply saddened by the loss of
Roger. He always greeted us with a warm smile and had a story to tell. His presence
will be greatly missed by everyone that works here.

Countryside Veterinary Services - January 23 at 07:52 AM

“

Wendy McGuire lit a candle in memory of Roger Dale Elder

Wendy McGuire - January 23 at 07:32 AM

“

John, Julie & The Elder Family,
My heart goes out to you and your family on the sad loss of your Dad. May your
memories bring you peace, comfort and healing during this painful time.
With love,
Ramona Keenan

Ramona Keenan - January 22 at 10:37 PM

“

The Clark Family purchased the Lavender Reflections Spray for the family of Roger
Dale Elder.

The Clark Family - January 22 at 10:14 PM

“

Your Friends at the TN 4-H & UTIA purchased the Medium Dish Garden for the
family of Roger Dale Elder.

Your Friends at the TN 4-H & UTIA - January 22 at 02:18 PM

“

126 files added to the album LifeTributes

Smith Funeral and Cremation Service - January 22 at 02:16 PM

“

Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for the family of Roger Dale Elder.

January 22 at 01:59 PM

“

We are saddened by the loss of Roger Elder. May the peace of memories sound the
family during this time knowing that friends are there to support you during your
journey. Although the passing of time will ease the pain of your loss the wonderful
memories will comfort you forever. Sandra, John and Sarah he was a good one. Our
thoughts and prayers are with you.
The Blackford Family-Jim, LeeAnn, Cody and Callie

Jim Blackford - January 22 at 01:23 PM

“

For over 30 years I have been blessed to have the friendship of Roger Elder. When I
met him and Sandra I knew that they were a special kind of friends that would always
have a place in my heart. When I moved from Tennessee, I always made a point to
call Roger to talk and hear of all the wonderful stories of kids and projects that he
was involved with. His work ethic was amazing as he traveled or worked from home
to teach, judge, coach, motivate, organize or encourage youth on so many levels.
Sandra, Sarah Elder Chabot and John were so wonderful to share him with so many
people of all ages. Roger made a point every year to come to my sale and be there
as a friend to help me. He brought horses to sell and bought horses for friends. He
helped as a ringman taking bids and then could take the microphone and talk about
pedigree's, training and conformation of each horse that came in the sale ring. He
Loved his God, his family, and his friends and he loved horses! A true horseman and
cowboy who encompassed all the qualities that made him who he was.....an
unforgettable and beloved friend. I'll see you again!

Jackie Turnbull - January 22 at 11:24 AM

“

Sandra, John, and Sarah and families,
I am so sorry for your loss. What a treasure your dad/husband was! He was always
positive and upbeat whenever I ran into him. I know your hearts are broken and I
also know that your faith is strong and that you will love and support each other.
Praying for you!
Kim Porter

Kim Porter - January 22 at 11:14 AM

“

A great friend and a great horseman who will be fondly remembered. Fred Hopkins.

Fred Hopkins - January 22 at 10:25 AM

“

Alice and I are so sorry, Sandra and family. Roger was a unique and wonderful
person. There was nothing phony about Roger, he was always himself.

Larry Johnston - January 22 at 08:49 AM

“

Our thoughts and prayers are with your family. Roger gave so much to the equine
community. He was a wonderful person and he will be missed.
Becky and Denny Lillard

Denny and Rebecca Lillard - January 22 at 08:01 AM

“

Sandra my heart is hurting to hear of Rogers passing. He and you were the perfect
couple ..you could see the love between you. Having gone through the loss of my
husband, Frank, I would never want anyone to go through it especially you. Roger
was always so kind and thoughtful. He always was friendly and had a great smile. I
will never forget the short time he let me work for him to help us out. I want you to
know, your blessed memories of your years together will be a comfort to you
eventually! I pray that GOD wraps HIS loving arms around you and the family and
give you the peace and comfort only HE can give. Sending you a big hug from Texas.
Love you dear friend.
Anna

ANNA M HOWARD - January 21 at 11:47 PM

“

ANNA HOWARD lit a candle in memory of Roger Dale Elder

ANNA HOWARD - January 21 at 11:01 PM

“

With love and sympathy, Anna (Proctor) Howard purchased the Sweet Tranquility
Basket for the family of Roger Dale Elder.

With love and sympathy, Anna (Proctor) Howard - January 21 at 10:54 PM

“

Brandy McDonnell & David Stooksbury purchased the Beautiful in Blue for the family
of Roger Dale Elder.

Brandy McDonnell & David Stooksbury - January 21 at 04:52 PM

“

Sentiments of Serenity Spray was purchased for the family of Roger Dale Elder.

January 21 at 04:39 PM

“

This man was a Great person in so many respects. He always seemed more
concerned about helping to educate others, more so than considering his own
needs. Years ago, when Blue Point Stables was first getting into the I.E.A., Roger
and Sandra both bent over backwards to help us learn many of the things that we
needed to know. They were such a wonderful help to us and both were, and are, a
fantastic inspiration.
Rodger and Sandra stand so very tall in our eyes!
There are not enough words to express how kind and considerate that he and
Sandra have been over the years, not only to us, but to so many others. I could not
begin to count the lives that they have touched in so many positive ways.
Roger will be greatly missed, but he will always be remembered by us and many
others with great admiration and appreciation for being the kind, warm, loving and
giving person that he was.
Rest in peace Roger.

Brandy McDonnell & David Stooksbury - January 21 at 04:38 PM

“

My most sincere condolences to Sara and the family. You are each in our thoughts
and prayers.
Mike and Sherry Walker
Walland, TN.

William - January 21 at 03:45 PM

“

Darby & Randall Honea purchased the Full Of Love Bouquet for the family of Roger
Dale Elder.

Darby & Randall Honea - January 21 at 02:16 PM

“

He sure was a blessing to this world and a pleasure to work with. He will be greatly
missed! His family and friends will be in my prayers.
"Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted."
-Matthew 5:4

Mary - January 21 at 02:11 PM

“

Sandra,
From a BBC friend of many years ago we ask that God be with you during this
difficult time. Please rest in his grace and comfort as you walk through these days of
sorrow in losing your love, your husband, Roger.

Patricia Baker - January 21 at 01:12 PM

“

Thank you Roger for giving me the best advice anytime I was blessed with the
chance to talk with you. The horse industry lost a good one, but we will feel your
legacy for years to come.

Andrea Rego - January 21 at 01:08 PM

“

Serene Retreat was purchased for the family of Roger Dale Elder.

January 21 at 01:05 PM

“

Florist Choice Bouquet was purchased for the family of Roger Dale Elder.

January 21 at 12:15 PM

“

Condolence to the family.
Lucy M.

Lucy MASCARELLO - January 21 at 12:02 PM

“

Roger ride on my friend we will miss you till we meet again. Condolence to the family.
God Bless
Mike Webster and all of us here at KBC Horse Supplies in Lex,Ky.

Mike Webster - January 21 at 12:00 PM

“

For over 30 years I have been blessed to have the friendship of Roger Elder. When I
met him and Sandra I knew that they were a special kind of friends that would always
have a place in my heart. When I moved from Tennessee, I always made a point to
call Roger to talk and hear of all the wonderful stories of kids and projects that he
was involved with. His work ethic was amazing as he traveled or worked from home
to teach, judge, coach, motivate, organize or encourage youth on so many levels.
Sandra, Sarah and John were so wonderful to share him with so many people of all
ages. Roger made a point every year to come to my sale and be there as a friend to
help me. He brought horses to sell and bought horses for friends. He helped as a
ringman taking bids and then could take the microphone and talk about pedigree's,
training and conformation of each horse that came in the sale ring. He Loved his
God, his family, and his friends and he loved horses! A true horseman and cowboy
who encompassed all the qualities that made him who he was.....an unforgettable
and beloved friend.

Jackie Turnbull - January 21 at 11:45 AM

“

Much love, Karen Evans Mundy & Alan Brewster purchased the With Distinction for
the family of Roger Dale Elder.

Much love, Karen Evans Mundy & Alan Brewster - January 21 at 11:16 AM

“

Roxane Durant and your friends and fans in the IEA purchased the Days of Sunshine
Bouquet for the family of Roger Dale Elder.

Roxane Durant and your friends and fans in the IEA - January 21 at 09:38 AM

“

Your friends & family at Animal Health Int'l purchased the Divine Peace Bouquet for
the family of Roger Dale Elder.

Your friends & family at Animal Health Int'l - January 21 at 09:38 AM

“

Sandra, John and Sarah,
I am so sorry for your loss. You lost a great husband and father. Our industry lost a
great leader. I always looked forward to seeing Rodger at each convention, he was a
bright spot each year. His impact on the lives of young people will be a lasting legacy.
Jim Heird

Jim Heird - January 21 at 08:54 AM

“

Sandra,
I'm so saddened to hear of the passing of Roger. I have so many good memories
from our times at 4-H Horse Shows and Judging events. When I first started as the 4H Agent in Johnson County, Doyle Meadows and Roger came all the way to
Mountain City to help me with a horse clinic which started a long friendship and then
I got to know you at the horse shows and judging contests. My wife, Jahala, was
usually with me at the horse shows and she went home to be with the Lord in July,
2019, so I can sympathize with your loss. I retired last year, but still live in Mountain
City. My good friend, John Jared, who also lost his wife soon after he retired shared
with me probably the best advice on how to make it without our loved one by our
side. He said to lean on your faith, your family and your friends and to keep them in
that order. This is what I try to do, but our loved ones will always be missed. Please
know that you are loved by many.
Rick Thomason, retired Johnson County Extension Agent
Mountain City, TN

Rick Thomason - January 21 at 08:12 AM

“

When I moved to Tennessee back in the 90s I planned on buying property and
owning horses. Thank goodness God guided me to Roger instead - it probably saved
a lot of horses! As with so many others, Roger had a profound affect on my life.
When I met Roger I was already a 45 year old adult who had always dreamed of
owning a horse and being a cowgirl - not an easy thing to do growing up in the
suburbs of Chicago. But Roger helped me fulfill at least some of that dream. He
taught me about horses, about working around a farm, he hauled me to an
occasional horse show, and even allowed me to "take care of the barn" when he and
Sandra and Sarah were off to horse shows. He was a mentor to me in ways he
probably never realized. I feel so blessed to have known Roger. His passing leaves a
huge hole in the hearts of so many people! Roger's legacy will live on and on, but
those of us that had the privilege of knowing him will miss him every day. Rest in
peace cowboy!
Katie Hill

Katie Hill - January 21 at 06:40 AM

“

So many memories of Roger for our family. From 4-H, AQHA, and Co-op. He was
truly one of a kind cowboy. Without a doubt, heaven gained another.

Dani (Hunt) Morrison - January 20 at 11:41 PM

“

My family met Roger at a Stock sale in Jamestown, TN in early 1966. He was there
selling a horse he had. My Dad began talking to him and bought the horse. From
then on his family and my family were friends. They were all fine people and we
always enjoyed our visits. He led me in a lead line class at our local county fair the
summer after Daddy bought the horse. I was insistent that Roger be the one to lead
me! So...we won 1st place and I still have that ribbon and a picture to go with it. RIP
Roger!!! Until we meet again!!

Cheryl Williams Crabtree - January 20 at 10:05 PM

“

Correction: Sandra, John, Sarah and the entire Elder family... I'm so sorry for your
loss!
As a AQHA family and 4 H family we've lost a great one!
RIP Roger you will be missed
Tory George

Tory George - January 20 at 08:53 PM

“

Sandridge on Sarah and the entire Elder family... I'm so sorry for your loss!
As a AQHA family and 4 H family we've lost a great one!
RIP Roger you will be missed
Tory George

Tory George - January 20 at 08:49 PM

“

I ran into Roger at a show in Murfreesboro and was so glad to see him! I always
enjoyed seeing him and Sandra at the 4-H horse shows a few years back. Thinking
of you all during this time. So sorry for your loss.

Margie Hunter - January 20 at 08:45 PM

“

MW
Mary Wigginton
7 minutes ago
Roger was always there when I would call on him. Even being admitted to the
hospital, he answered my call concerning 4-H and the Dogwood Classic. Of course I
had no idea that he was being admitted, and I got off the phone ASAP. But even in
the midst of all of that, he was going to try to help. A good godly man, a cowboy, a
friend, a mentor. That’s who Roger Elder was to me. Bless him Lord!

Mary Wigginton - January 20 at 08:21 PM

“

Sandra, John, Sarah and Family,
You are in our thoughts and prayers. Many lives have been enriched and blessed by
Roger and the Elder family. He will be sorely missed.

John Wilson - January 20 at 08:10 PM

“

Sandra, John, Sarah and all the family: my heart goes out to you during this difficult
time. The world has lost a wonderful man! You all are in my prayers.

Cathy Finney - January 20 at 06:43 PM

“

Roger was a great man and married to a great woman. Together, you’ve done so
much to make the lives of children so much better. So very sorry for your loss.

Sandra Earnest - January 20 at 05:39 PM

“

Peaceful White Lilies Basket was purchased for the family of Roger Dale Elder.

January 20 at 05:28 PM

“

I am so saddened to hear about Roger's passing. My thoughts and prayers go our to
his family and loved ones! He has attended our (Animal Health's) tradeshows for
years. He was one of the nicest and most respectable men. He will truly be missed!

Kira Earley - January 20 at 05:22 PM

“

UT-Blount Co. Ag/4-H Extension purchased the Gracious Lavender Basket for the
family of Roger Dale Elder.

UT-Blount Co. Ag/4-H Extension - January 20 at 05:18 PM

“

Roger was a true patriot and horseman. He was generous with his time and
knowledge, and he made my family feel welcomed. A real gentleman and the
greatest horseman I have ever known. Rest In Peace, Friend. Richard R.

Richard Rand - January 20 at 04:59 PM

“

Roger was always there when I would call on him. Even being admitted to the hospital, he
answered my call concerning 4-H and the Dogwood Classic. Of course I had no idea that
he was being admitted, and I got off the phone ASAP. But even in the midst of all of that, he
was going to try to help. A good godly man, a cowboy, a friend, a mentor. That’s who Roger
Elder was to me. Bless him Lord!
Mary Wigginton - January 20 at 08:13 PM

“

One of the greatest men I've ever met. Always made me feel welcome. Always
stopped to share a story and comment on my horse. I only wish I could of known him
longer. Heaven gained one of the very best. Love and prayers for all of the family.

Susan Stinnett - January 20 at 04:43 PM

“

I am so sorry to hear this. I always enjoyed speaking with him at tradeshows and
working with him. My thoughts and prayers to all of his family. He will be missed

Beckie Mcclintick - January 20 at 04:42 PM

“

My favorite part of my job at AgCentral CO-OP is interacting with my customers. We
form relationships that is same as family to me. News of Roger passing came to us
today and we are heavy hearted to lose him. Always had that smile and I could
always pick his brain for knowledge. It has been my pleasure to serve you and your
family Mr. Elder. Our prayers are with you all.

Greta Grooms - January 20 at 02:59 PM

“

So sorry to learn of Roger's passing. Cousins are precious! I remember Roger as a young
boy, Playing together at our Grampy and Granny's house. His personality reminds me of
his Dad, Dale, and Grandmother Aunt Sally. He is celebrating with many loved ones in
heaven now. Blessings and prayers for his loved ones still here. Cousin Janice Hassler
Rains and Ray too!
Janice Rains - January 20 at 05:06 PM

“

I am so sorry and saddened to hear of Roger's passing. He always had a smile and friendly
word for everyone. He will be missed by many. Sending love and prayers to the family. May
God comfort you during this difficult time. Linda Rose
Linda Rose - January 20 at 05:16 PM

“

I was so saddened when I heard today of Roger's passing. He was a wonderful family man
and a true cowboy as well as a valued member of our community. He was committed to
encouraging young riders and all things "horse". We are praying for Sandra, Sarah, John
and the entire family he loved so very much. I know Roger is rejoicing with our Savior
Jesus Christ in heaven now. You will be so missed here Roger. Thanks friend for all you
gave to so many. RIP
Kathy Kear - January 20 at 05:28 PM

“

Words will never be able to express just what Roger meant to the
horse world in this county and state. This man touched countless
lives in ways we can't even imagine. His smile and laughter was a
big part of who he was. To Sandra,John, and Sarah I am truly
sorry for your loss. Thank you for sharing your husband and
daddy with so many of us.
Tammie Goodin
Tammie Goodin - January 20 at 08:18 PM

