Philip Kara Bivens
March 8, 1961 - April 17, 2019

Philip Kara Bivens age 58 of Friendsville, went to be with the Lord Wednesday, April 17,
2019. He is preceded in death by his mother, Maude Finger-Bivens. He is survived by his
father, Elden Bannister Bivens; brothers, Robert Bivens, Rick (Nora) Bivens, Steve (Teri)
Bivens; sister, Gayla (Michael) Wright; six nieces and nephews; and nine great nieces and
nephews. Phil was a faithful and lifelong member of Friendsville First Baptist Church. He
was also a member of the Blount County Genealogical Society and was also alumni of the
last graduating class of Friendsville High School. Friends may call at their convenience
from 9:00 AM until 5:00 PM on Saturday, April 20, 2019 at the funeral home. Family will
receive friends from 12:00 until 1:30 PM Monday, April 22, 2019 at Smith Trinity Chapel.
Funeral Service will follow at 1:30 PM with Rev. Bill Gowder and Rev. Scott Kidd
officiating. Family and friends will assemble at the Friends Meeting House Cemetery in
Friendsville, TN at 3:00 PM on Monday, April 22, 2019 for interment. In lieu of flowers the
family asks that donations be made to Blount Memorial Foundation in memory of Philip
Bivens, 907 E. Lamar Alexander Pkwy., Maryville, 37804. Smith Funeral & Cremation
Service, Maryville, 865-983-1000, www.SmithFuneralandCremation.com.

Events
APR
22

Visitation

12:00PM - 01:30PM

Smith Trinity Chapel
1402 Tuckaleechee Pike, Maryville, TN, US, 37803

APR
22

Funeral Service

01:30PM

Smith Trinity Chapel
1402 Tuckaleechee Pike, Maryville, TN, US, 37803

APR
22

Interment

03:00PM

Friends Church Cemetery
Friendsville, TN, US, 37737

Comments

“

I'm sorry for your loss Mr Bivens, Gabby and family. I have followed Phil's recent
decline thru my sister Teri. All his struggles are over now as he enters the kingdom of
God, free from pain and sorrow. Our prayers are with you all.

John Coada and Kelly Coada - April 22 at 12:46 PM

“

I was so sad to hear of Phil passing away. Our thoughts and prayers go out to Elden
and his family during this time.
Phil and I were first introduced in the summer of 1979 by his relative Joe Finger. Both
of us had been actively working on the FINGER and Related families. Both Phil and I
found that we had a common Finger ancestor on our 7th or 8th grandfather. We
would get together once a year for one of our vacation weeks to go to the many
courthouses, libraries, graveyards and State Archives in NC/SC/TN/GA to research
these families. After our research, we would compile our data and snail mail and
telephone each other on our findings and research during the following years. All this
provided more questions that we would notate and use as a plan of attack for the
next year vacation. Of course, this was during the time of paper copies and
typewriters. It was a relief when computers came along and a lot of this info was
placed on the personal computer. Phil had written and studied these families so
much where he knew them pretty much from memory. As the years progressed, we
began only getting together every few years. We continued to collaborate until he
had a serious health issue a few years ago.
Phil was also helpful in getting the TN members of the FINGER family involved in our
FINGER Family Reunion each June in Maiden, NC. He was also instrumental in
providing documentation on families for many published Family History Books.
Phil was an avid genealogist and will be missed as an Expert on the families he
researched. Hopefully, the family will preserve this research and pass it along to one
of the family’s younger generations that may be interested in the Family History for
Future generations to come. This would continue to keep his memory alive for
generations to come.
Phil, I will definitely miss having discussions with you on the family research and
calling you a real friend and a cousin for over 30 Yrs. I am sure while in heaven, you
will continue to search out those long past ancestors that preceded you there.
Cuz , Rest in Peace my friend!
Keith E. Norris and Family, Charlotte, North Carolina

Keith E. Norris - April 22 at 06:47 AM

“

I am so sorry to hear that Phil passed away. I know he has been doing poorly. Teri is
my sister and Gabby is like my brother. Elden and family just know you are in my
prayers. He is in a great place. Much love to all of you. Susan Summers

Susan Summers - April 21 at 08:56 PM

“

42 files added to the album LifeTributes

Smith Funeral and Cremation Service - April 20 at 10:21 AM

“

1 file added to the tribute wall

Wanda Bivens - April 20 at 12:17 AM

“

Our thoughts and prayers go out to all the family. I always enjoyed talking to Phil and
Elden pretty much every Saturday from the end of September until January.
Sometimes Phil would be on his movie day and I would miss talking with him and he
would give me the run down next time I seen him. I know God has a plan for each
and everyone of us but sometimes we don't understand them and just have to trust
him because he is always in control. I'm so sorry about the loss to the Bivens family.

Shannon King - April 19 at 03:17 PM

“

Rufus & Wanda Bivens lit a candle in memory of Philip Kara Bivens

Rufus & Wanda Bivens - April 19 at 12:39 AM

“

“

Sending our love to the family.GOD BLESS.cousin Rufus & Wanda Bivens
Rufus & Wanda Bivens - April 19 at 12:43 AM

I learned recently that he is a 3rd or 4th cousin. I had planned to visit him and his
father next week to gain more information about our ancestors. My sincere
condolences.

louise barnes - April 18 at 11:07 PM

