Ottis Lenville Powell
April 2, 1938 - January 4, 2021

Ottis Lenville Powell, age 82, went to his heavenly home on January 4, 2021. He was
loved by many, never met a stranger and was always smiling. His signature phrase was
“life is good” and his actions reflected that daily. He saw the good in everyone, no matter
who they were or what their circumstances. He loved to golf, laugh and spend time with
family and friends. He spent his years as a student at Eagleton, Rocky Branch and
Walland. He dedicated over 40 years as a classroom teacher, coach and administrator in
Blount County Schools at Walland and Heritage High School. He was honored with
several awards such as Regional Golf Coach of the Year, and held many supervisory
roles; however, if you asked him what was most rewarding, it would be to see the smiles
on students’ and players’ faces, to help them accomplish a goal, and for them to feel
encouraged. He treated each student with respect no matter their physical or mental
capabilities and wanted each one to be successful. He was inducted into the Blount
County Sports Hall of Fame in 2015, the 1st annual Blount County Schools Educator Hall
of Fame and the Heritage High School Sports Hall of Fame both in 2018. He has been a
huge, positive influence on the many lives he touched over the years. He had a caring and
kind heart which was full of encouragement, a positive attitude and genuine concern for
everyone around him. He is preceded in death by his parents, Lennie and Ottis Powell. He
is survived by the love of his life Lynn Powell, wife of 61 years, special sisters, brothers,
sisters-in-law and brothers-in-law, many nieces and nephews, great nieces and great
nephews and many special friends. Thank you Unk and Coach Pal for sharing your life
with us.
Friends and family can call at their convenience from 2:00 until 4:00 PM on Thursday,
January 7, 2021 and from 8 am to 12 Noon on Friday, January 8, 2021 at Smith Chapel
(Maryville, TN). A celebration of life service will be held at a later date in remembrance of
Coach Powell when all of our family and friends can attend to honor his life.
The family has requested no flowers. Donations can be made to Blount County Schools,
℅ Kristi Yates, 831 Grandview Dr., Maryville, TN 37803, Rocky Branch Community
Center, PO Box 118, Walland, TN, 37886 or West Millers Cove Primitive Baptist Church,

℅ Stanley Headrick, 217 Hatcher Creek Lane, Walland, TN, 37886 in honor of his
memory. Smith Funeral & Cremation Service, Maryville, 865-983-1000,
www.SmithFuneralandCremation.com.
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Comments

“

When I first started playing football at Walland as a freshman there were times when
I didn’t think I was going to make it. Coach Powell always encouraged me to do my
best and he always had that smile. That had a huge impact on me. Several years
later I would see him at my grandkids ball games. He still had that same smile. He
was a great coach and an even better man. REST IN PEACE COACH.

David Christopher - January 10 at 01:39 PM

“

It was always a blessing to see and get to talk to coach Powell. He always, always
had a smile and an incredible spirit about him. A jewel and family treasure. He will be
missed by many who had a special place in their heart for Coach, Unk!

LC Cutshaw - January 09 at 10:05 PM

“

This well-loved man, coach, and teacher will be missed by all who knew him!. Coach
always had a kind word and a smile for all! Praying for the Powell family in the days
ahead.

Kim Brewer - January 09 at 06:38 AM

“

Lynn and family,
I will always remember Lenville as a wonderful administrator and friend at Heritage.
He was always sincere, thoughtful, and caring about all the students and staff.
--Eloise Landers

Eloise Landers - January 08 at 09:59 PM

“

Aunt Lynn,
Joy Beth and I are so sorry for your loss. We are thankful for the time that we did get
to spend with him, he always made everyone feel like the were the most important
person in the room. We love you both.

Jacob Higdon - January 08 at 06:12 PM

“

Dear Lynn,
Coach was my homeroom teacher for all 4 years at WHS and my BB coach as well
so I had the distinct honor to spend a lot of time with him. He signed his name as
"Coach Pal" and he was all that and much more. Never without a smile and never
one to let you get away with anything - the man had an uncanny ability to find that
kernel of truth that he would be sure you knew that he knew. He would use that to
tease and at the same time get you over a rough spot.
I learned so much about competing from him and played my heart out to please him.
He has remained a person whom I respect and appreciate ever more as I've
matured. Lenville is one of those always positive memories and will remain so. My
sorrow for your loss and I hope you know just how much he was appreciated and
yes, beloved.
Steven Leonard

Steven Leonard - January 08 at 03:32 PM

“

Bobby & Freda Riddle lit a candle in memory of Ottis Lenville Powell

Bobby & Freda Riddle - January 08 at 01:24 PM

“

We always called him Coach Powell. He was a wonderful man, coach and friend. Lynn we
are so sad to hear of coach's passing.
He will be missed very much by the Walland Indians.He was an icon for Walland.
Bobby & Freda Riddle - January 08 at 01:29 PM

“

Unk/Coach Powell is a friend, neighbor, role model and all around good person. He
will be sadly and deeply missed by all who ever met him.
He was a educator and friend to me, my wife and my children.
The loss to his wife, Lynn, and family will be great and the memories will be filled with
both great joy and sadness. We are sincerely sorry for what you have to feel over the
up and coming days, months and years.
Always remember what Coach would say "Life is good".
And from this time forward he will say "Life was good".
He has been a positive effect and example on all, for as far back as I can remember,
and will continue to be through all those who have ever met him and Lynn.
Our deepest condolences to Lynn and all the family.
Mike and Sherry Walker
Hesses Creek, Walland

Mike Walker - January 08 at 08:51 AM

“

Angela Ellis Wade lit a candle in memory of Ottis Lenville Powell

Angela Ellis Wade - January 08 at 07:36 AM

“

Coach Lenville Powell will never be forgotten.
He was truly one of the kindest man I've ever met.
He is was a devoted educator and genuinely cared about the students.
I've known Coach most all my life and I'm proud to have that pleasure.
May God wrap his arms around the family during this difficult time.
My deepest sympathy to all the family including Lenville and Connie Sweet..
God bless..
Teresa Helton- Gentry

Teresa Helton Gentry - January 08 at 12:02 AM

“

Lynn and family, We are so sorry to hear of Lenville's passing. You and he are so
precious to our family. He was always smiling, even when he didn't feel like it, he
found a reason to smile. "Life is Good!" You all are a great blessing to so many. We
love you to the moon and back and are keeping you and the family in our prayers.
May God bless and comfort you during this sad time. Please let us know if you
need/want anything.
Dewey, Robin and Isaac

Robin Brown - January 07 at 04:07 PM

“

Lynn, I'm so sorry for your loss. May God Bless and comfort you during this very
difficult time. I am honored to have been able to play golf with Lenville for the past
15-20 years. He enjoyed playing golf more than anyone I've ever known. May he rest
in peace. He will be missed in the golfing community.

Frank Cameron - January 07 at 03:50 PM

“

So sorry for your loss Lynn, prayers for you and family. Coach and I would always
end up talking about golf, wow he really loved that game. Always looked forward to
seeing you two when I came out to take basketball homecoming photos, I really miss
seeing and talking to him.
Bobby Lewis

robert lewis - January 07 at 03:28 PM

“

He was a good good man and the best teach I ever had. He sure will be missed.
Sending a lot of prayers for him and his family.

Shannon Boudreau Weeks - January 07 at 02:50 PM

“

Emerald Garden Basket was purchased for the family of Ottis Lenville Powell.

January 07 at 12:55 PM

“

Lynn, we are so sorry for your loss. Coach was a special man. He will be greatly
missed by everyone who knew him. May God comfort you during this time. Carol &
Larry Coulter

Larry Coulter - January 07 at 12:24 PM

“

Lynn very sorry for your loss. Roger Mcneilly

Roger Mcneilly - January 07 at 10:36 AM

“

73 files added to the album LifeTributes

Smith Funeral and Cremation Service - January 07 at 09:53 AM

“

Lynn. When I was a senior Lenville signed my annual. He wrote I used to be your
babysitter. I used to change your diapers. I was teased until the day I graduated. So,
I guess you can say I’ve loved him since the day I was born.

Sue Sloan Cox - January 07 at 09:19 AM

“

There is no way to ever know how many lives this wonderful man touched. I dearly
loved him as a teacher, coach, and friend. I never saw coach without a smile and
friendly, kind word whether at school or the gas station where I would run into him
often. I’m not sure if I have ever known a better human being than Coach Powell.
May he RIP and be rewarded for all the good he brought to us here. Prayers for his
family.

Brenda Prevett Amos - January 07 at 08:46 AM

“

Mr. Powell was Vice Principal at Heritage High School when I started working there
as a new teacher. He was a great leader and mentor. You could not ask for a better
role model for how to do your job with kindness and compassion towards others.

David Wietlisbach - January 07 at 08:15 AM

“

Coach "Pal", don't think I ever saw you that you didn't have a smile on your face !
Great teacher, great coach, even greater man. You will be missed. Lynn I hope the
memories of the life the two of you shared can help you thru this time of pain nd
sorrow.

Stanley D Turnmire - January 07 at 03:32 AM

“

Dear Sweet Lynn , so very sorry for the loss of Your Loving Husband. He was always
with Happy Heart and You both always made others Smile with Your Loving
Kindness to All. May the Lord Hold You Close and Bless your Heart Knowing that He
is in Heaven with Our Loving Father until we all meet again.

Laura Saharajk - January 07 at 02:32 AM

“

Coach and Lynn are one of the nicest, most genuine people I have ever met. Rest In
Peace Lenville. Condolences to Lynn and the family

Earl McMahan - January 07 at 12:48 AM

“

I had the pleasure of helping take care of him while he was at blount memorial
transactional care center. He was a really nice guy to talk to.

Autumn - January 06 at 10:52 PM

“

There are no words that can describe this amazing man...rest easy coach I'll see you
on the other side

Kim Bishop Kerr - January 06 at 09:37 PM

“

I have know him my whole life he was a very special he impacted so many lives with
his love and kindness the lessons and love he taught so many people with last last a
lifetime we all blessed to have him in our life’s

Jeff Moore - January 06 at 08:42 PM

“

Words cannot express enough about this great person and friend , Lynn you are in
our prayers much love

Herbert Huffstetler - January 06 at 08:36 PM

“

One of the most beloved men I have ever known. He was my teacher and my
basketball coach at Walland. He really pushed PT. When I was drafted into the army
and they put us into PT, it was easy for me because of his traning in pre-season
basketball. I told him this the last time I talked to him and he seemed pleased that I
told him. I hope that there golf courses and other sports in Heaven. The ole ball
coach has hung-up his wistle but you will always be fondly remembered by
thousands of folks who knew you. Lynn may God be with you in the days ahead.

Fred White - January 06 at 07:01 PM

“

I am sorry to hear of the passing of Coach Powell. Having known him my whole life is
an honor for me. I always enjoyed seeing both he and Lynn as their mail carrier
during his later years. Deepest symphony to the family.

Donita Lane - January 06 at 06:57 PM

“

We were very saddened to hear of Lenville's passing. We will always remember his
pleasant smile and great kindness. Thoughts and prayers are with Lynn and all of the
family. May God give you comfort and peace now and in the days ahead. Love &
warm hugs. (Ben & Linda McConnell)

Ben & Linda McConnell - January 06 at 06:28 PM

“

What a precious man! So blessed to have known him!
What a blessing he has been to so many! Love to the family!

Robin Cook - January 06 at 05:38 PM

“

We are so sorry about Lenville's passing. He was a good friend to me, and I will miss
him.
Alvin Hord

Alvin Hord - January 06 at 03:44 PM

“

So sorry for the lost of a dear friend. Over the years we have experienced many
good times and funny times together. He will be truly missed. Our thoughts and
prayers are with the family.

Bud Hodge - January 06 at 03:04 PM

“

One of the most beloved people to walk the halls of Walland High School.
Coach "Pal" was not only a teacher and coach, but a lifelong friend to those of us
lucky enough to attend Walland.
Lynn, we thank you for sharing your husband with us, he was loved, appreciated
respected and will never ever be forgotten.
Sandy Leonard (Class of 1975) and Kim Emert Leonard (Class of 1976)

Sandy Leonard - January 06 at 01:32 PM

“

The Powell family has always been a part of our lives. Lynne, we are so sad to hear
of Lenville's passing. The memories flood back through the years and we are
thankful for them. We Love you.
Gene & Jama (Sloan) Holt

Jama Holt - January 06 at 11:50 AM

