Norman Forsythe
June 24, 1939 - December 8, 2020

Norman (Norm) Forsythe, age 81 of Maryville, originally from California, passed away
December 8, 2020. Norm was a loving son, brother, husband, father, and pop. He also
had many dear friends that he considered family. He attended Loyola University until he
was drafted to play Major League Baseball by the Philadelphia Phillies in 1959 and later
finished his professional baseball career in 1964 as a pitcher for the New York Yankees.
While he admitted that he never mastered a curve ball, he did master the art of telling a
great story, particularly a great baseball story. He captivated friends and family with his
days of playing catch with Yogi Berra and other adventures while on these teams.
Norm was rarely seen without a smile and had a wonderful sense of humor. He loved
traveling in his motor home, deep sea fishing, his church family, the taste of a fresh
banana or key lime pie, and his grandkids; not necessarily in that order. He was an active
member of Fairview United Methodist Church for 25 years and volunteered for many years
for Meals on Wheels with his wife, Linda.
He will be missed greatly by those of us lucky enough to have known him. Preceded in
death by his wife of 39 years, Linda Forsythe; parents, Donald Charles and Anne Mary
Forsythe; brother, Donald Forsythe Jr. and sister, Carolyn Williams. Survived by his son
and daughter-in-law, Matthew and Kendra Forsythe and grandchildren, Mason and Cade
Forsythe. Memorial contributions may be made in Norm’s name to Fairview UMC, 2508
Old Niles Ferry Rd., Maryville, TN 37803. A Funeral Service will be held Saturday,
December 19, 2020, at 2:00 PM at Fairview United Methodist Church with Pastor Mickey
Rainwater Officiating. Masks are required.
Since a normal receiving of friends cannot take place, we’d love for you to share your
stories and memories to his obituary on the website www.smithfuneralandcremation.com.
Smith Funeral & Cremation Service, Maryville, 865-983-1000.
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Comments

“

I first met Norm in 2001 when my daughter Kendra and Norm’s son Matt (now my
son-in-law) were on the Cross Country and Track & Field teams at William Blount
H.S. Norm and Linda were always at the competition events, and that’s how my wife
Elmeria and I got to know both of them. They never missed an event. Their support
and enthusiasm was unwavering! The kids had a level of respect for Norm that was
playful, but also one of reverence. One knew this because when Norm and Linda first
showed up at the field, the kids would chant “Normmm”, “Normmm”….sort of a play
off of the character ‘Norm’ in the ‘Cheers’ sitcom, who at the time was always
recognized by his friends in such a manner. The kids revered Norm because they
knew he was a former pitcher with the Yankees who played with Yogi Berra, Mickey
Mantle and Roger Maris; but also because he was a cutup and fun to be around!
With our kids growing up together, little did we know at the time that Matt and Kendra
would marry in 2013. I have such respect for Norm as a father, as evidenced by the
son he raised. Matt first and foremost has God leading his life. He then has no
priority higher than family. He puts his wife and two sons ahead of anything else in
his life. He has been an exemplary son the past 10 months for how he has cared for
Norm. The past two months were very hard related to Norm’s care, but Matt stepped
up to every challenge. Norm was very much aware and appreciative of the care he
received from Matt. I was with Norm on the Sunday before he was taken to UT
hospital the next day, and heard him relating to David Norton (one of his best friends)
on the phone that “Matt has been the best son a Father could ask for in the care he
has provided, but it has gotten to the point where it is just too hard, and I believe
assisted living is a step I should take next”. When Norm got off the phone, he related
to me “David is proud of me” and I could tell from his face what that meant to him.
Norm and I developed a special relationship over the past 10 months. I saw him
about once a week, whether going to lunch or breakfast together, trips to his exercise
class at Blount Memorial, or just hanging out at his house. We had the sports
connection because of him playing not only pro baseball, but also playing college
basketball, which I also played in college. I loved to hear his stories about his playing
days with the Yankees – my favorite was his Yogi Berra story from Spring training.
His stories would captivate and draw you in, and his smile and laugh would light up
any room!
We had the sports connection, Norm and I, but it was the Grandson connection that
was tops for us. No topic could overshadow our conversations about Mason and
Cade. Something Norm loved tremendously was to see videos of the boys doing
activities, such as playing at the lake, waterpark, beach, playgrounds, etc. I would
often connect my phone to his TV and show him videos of the boys, and he would
just laugh and hee haw at their antics! As I related above, on the Sunday before he
was taken to UT hospital on Monday, Elmeria and I spent the afternoon with him.
Norm was struggling physically, but still with it mentally. I pulled out the phone and
we watched about 50 minutes of video of our Grandsons, including Mason’s birthday
in October that Norm was at. I am so thankful Norm experienced seeing his
Grandsons having fun and being funny! It means so much to know he took those
memories with him to heaven.

I truly will miss Norm! I can guarantee one thing, I will do my best to keep his
memory alive with our Grandsons. I’ve got video to show them also!!
Kenne Teffeteller
Kenne Teffeteller - December 19, 2020 at 09:51 AM

“

We had so many good times at the cross country and track meets. I loved listening to
Norm's interesting stories about his life and the adventures he and Linda had been
on. They loved watching Matt run and spending time with the kids other on the team.
Norm always had a smile and was always willing to help. Fairview UMC was a big
part of his life. Norm loved the Lord, his lovely wife Linda, his pride and joy Matt, his
wonderful daughter-in-law Kendra and especially the apples of his eyes grandsons
Mason and Cade. Norm would always say he was truly blessed.
I know he and Linda are holding hands and smiling down on us all.
Heaven gained another angel.
Hugs and Love to you Matt, Kendra and boys.
Cindie Sanchez
Cindie

Cindie Sanchez - December 18, 2020 at 09:49 PM

“

If there was a track meet or a cross country meet happening, you could count on
Norm and Linda Forsythe being there. They were not only the dedicated
cheerleaders of our William Blount running teams but most importantly the always
present and supportive parents of Matt. What a beautiful legacy to leave to your child
and to their family, that your family is a joy and the most important aspect of your life.
This is something the Forsythe's didn't only talk about, but they showed through their
actions day in and day out, which speaks louder and bolder than any words. Of
course this love would extend to his daughter in law, Kendra, and his grandchildren,
Mason and Cade. I would believe that because of his love of and dedication to his
family, many more Forsythe generations will be blessed in his example. We love you,
Kendra and Matt!
Cara & Andrew Goins

Cara Goins - December 18, 2020 at 02:15 PM

“

101 files added to the album LifeTributes

Smith Funeral and Cremation Service - December 17, 2020 at 11:48 AM

“

It was my pleasure to know Norm and Linda for many years. We met at Fairview
UMC, shortly after they moved from California. I loved to hear Norm talk of his
baseball years and all the players he got to know.
Norm would always help me cook for the Sunday School class Cades Cove
breakfast, he and Linda would always be at the head of the line and the first to enter
the picnic area. Norm's job was to cook the scrambled eggs each year, he usually
had broken the eggs the night before and had them in a milk jug.
There are so many memories of Norm, everywhere I look, I see something he had a
hand in helping with.
He was so proud of you Matt, and the grandboys as well. He was so glad you worked
from his house during covid19.
He was a great guy and we loved him!
Richard Woodard

Richard Woodard - December 14, 2020 at 08:17 PM

