Mary Judith Krueger
April 14, 1942 - April 20, 2020

Mary Judith Krueger, age 78, of Townsend, Tennessee, died unexpectedly on Monday,
April 20, 2020 in Townsend, Tennessee.
Judy, the daughter of Frank and Germaine (Mulholland) Maguire was born in Chicago,
Illinois on April 14, 1942. She was a 1960 graduate of New Buffalo High School and a
1964 graduate of Mundelein College with a degree in Secondary Education and English.
Judy’s first teaching position was at John F. Kennedy High School in Chicago, Illinois. Her
passion for education led her to positions at Bridgman High School, New Buffalo High
School, The Kaleidoscope Preschool and Childcare and St. Mary of the Lake Catholic
School. In 1981, Judy graduated from Valparaiso University with a Masters Degree in
Education. She then became principal of St. Mary of the Lake Catholic School for the next
25 years. She retired to her beloved Smoky Mountains in Townsend, Tennessee in 2008.
Judy was an active parishioner at St. Mary of the Lake Catholic Church until her
retirement and an active parishioner at St. Francis of Assisi Catholic Church in Townsend,
Tennessee from 2008 until her death. Judy was an avid reader leading her to many Bible
studies and book clubs. She enjoyed quilting, knitting, hiking, music, volunteering at the
Great Smoky Mountains Heritage Center and serving the Townsend community in any
way she could. She loved picnics at Waterrock Knob and rides through Cades Cove
enjoying every bit of nature that the Great Smoky Mountains National Park provided.
Judy was united in marriage to Butch Krueger on July 10, 1965, at St. Catherine of Siena
Catholic Church in Oak Park, Illinois. They would’ve celebrated their 55th wedding
anniversary this July. Surviving is her sister, Mary (Brian) Sullivan of Ocala, Florida; her
sister-in-law, Georgia (Ronald) Stella of Holland, Michigan; her children, Kerry (Tony)
McKinney of Kalamazoo, Michigan, Katy (Jon) VanPelt of New Buffalo, Michigan, Amy
(Edward) Fidler of New Buffalo, Michigan, George (Amber) Krueger of Knoxville,
Tennessee and Kelly (Brian) Collins of Mukwonago, Wisconsin; fourteen grandchildren,
Shannon (William) Cook, Sarah VanPelt, Riley VanPelt, Maggie McKinney, Kristen
VanPelt, Thomas McKinney, Jacob Fidler, Matthew Fidler, Aubrey Kiger, Sam Collins, Allie
Krueger, Ben Collins, Brady Krueger and Frank Collins; and numerous nieces and
nephews and their families. Judy was preceded in death by her parents, Frank and
Germaine Maguire, and her sister, Patricia Maguire.

A private celebration of life with immediate family will be held on Thursday, April 23, 2020,
at Smith Funeral and Cremation Services, Maryville, Tennessee. Judy will have a funeral
Mass at St. Francis of Assisi Catholic Church in Townsend, Tennessee (date to be
determined). A celebration of life service and Rosary will be held at Pobocik Funeral
Home in Three Oaks, Michigan (date to be determined). Interment will follow at Pine
Grove Cemetery, New Buffalo, Michigan.
In lieu of flowers, memorial contributions may be directed to the Great Smoky Mountains
Institute at Tremont, 9275 Tremont Road, Townsend, TN 37882 or the Great Smoky
Mountains Heritage Center, P.O. Box 268, Townsend, TN 37882-0268. Smith Funeral &
Cremation Service, Maryville, 865-983-1000, http://www.SmithFuneralandCremation.com.

Comments

“

Judy Krueger was the most peaceful person I have ever met. Sitting in her office at
school, her quiet manner, soft spoken wisdom and kind touch were like no other. She
gave me my first extended teaching job. She gave our daughter the education that
our public school could not. She gave my husband's band a gig at the Festival each
year. But most of all she taught us all to keep our faith in everything we do. Our
hearts and hugs go out to the family. Renee Graf

Renee Graf - April 27, 2020 at 03:41 PM

“

Thank you to all of Mrs. Judy’s family, colleagues and former students for sharing
such a sweet spirit with the Townsend community. Mrs. Judy’s sincere kindness is so
hard to find and will be truly missed. She had many hearts left to touch, may we work
to live by her example.

Shannan Skidmore - April 27, 2020 at 10:22 AM

“

She had a sincere kindness and love for so many. Thank you so much for your kind words.
We are forever grateful for the outpouring of love and support during this time.
Blessings to you,
The Kruegers
Amber - April 27, 2020 at 04:23 PM

“

Blessings to the Krueger family. I was pleased to have the opportunity to have met
them.
Rev. Richard Rudesill

Richard Rudesill - April 25, 2020 at 10:08 PM

“

Thank you so much for your kind words. We are forever grateful for the outpouring of love
and support during this time.
Blessings to you,
The Kruegers
Amber - April 27, 2020 at 04:22 PM

“

When you met Judy, you didn't feel like a stranger. She welcomed you and made
sure you were taken care of. I met Judy at the Heritage Center while I judged the
Blue Ribbon Festival. What a wonderful and caring lady. I will miss her smile.

kaulalani - April 25, 2020 at 07:50 AM

“

We love hearing and reading about the Blue Ribbon Festival. This was one of her favorite
times of year. The Heritage Center was such a huge part of Judy, it brought her so much
joy through the years in Tennessee. Thank you so much for your kind words. We are
forever grateful for the outpouring of love and support during this time.
Blessings to you and your family,
The Kruegers
Amber - April 27, 2020 at 04:01 PM

“

So many memories that cover many years of her being the principal at St. Mary's. A
remarkable lady, whos legacy will remain in the hearts of all of her former students,
friends and family. My deepest sympathy and heartfelt condolences to all of her
family.

Julia Lear - April 24, 2020 at 01:20 PM

“

She impacted so many through the years and thank you so much for your kind words. We
are forever grateful for the outpouring of love and support during this time.
Blessings to you and your family,
The Kruegers
Amber - April 27, 2020 at 03:57 PM

“

Judy was a new friend to me through volunteering at the Heritage Center during the
Blue Ribbon Fair. She was so welcoming to me and all the volunteers. She had the
biggest smile and was always so pleasant. I will miss her as I know many others will
also. Carol Lovingood-Hiers, volunteer, Tuckaleechee Garden Club.

carol lovingood hiers - April 24, 2020 at 12:53 PM

“

Who could forget the Blue Ribbon Fair? That was one of her favorite times of year. Any
family that was in town was alwasy sure to stop by. I know we will be by in the fall for the
fair. Thank you so much for your kind words. We are forever grateful for the outpouring of
love and support during this time.
Blessings to you and your family,
The Kruegers
Amber - April 27, 2020 at 03:56 PM

“

For the kindness and dedication she showed to the children of Harbor Country and their
families I honor her memory. May we all endeavor to follow her example. M Sue Greiner
M Sue - May 09, 2020 at 07:43 PM

“

No words to tell you how sorry we are about your loss. Judy was a wonderful person
we loved her. She was a joy to be around always smiling, patient, kind any problem
you had was no problem for her it was an opportunity. We worked with Judy on the
GSMHS Country Blue Ribbon Fair. She will be truly missed.

john keeble - April 24, 2020 at 10:49 AM

“

Thank you so much for your kind words. We are forever grateful for the outpouring of love
and support during this time.
Blessings to you and your family,
The Kruegers
Amber - April 27, 2020 at 03:32 PM

“

Judy touched the lives of so many, I will never forget her smile and generous heart.
Praying for the whole family to find comfort and peace in God’s love. I believe she is
enjoying a wonderful reunion with her mom and sister right now, and will continue to
love and pray for her family.
Peace be with you all.

Julie Grynwich - April 24, 2020 at 08:33 AM

“

She had such an amazing smile! Thank you so much for your kind words. I believe you are
right it was a celebration with everyone. We are forever grateful for the outpouring of love
and support during this time.
Blessings to you and your family,
The Kruegers
Amber - April 27, 2020 at 03:54 PM

“

Thinking of Butch and the kids and the extended family. Judy was a beautiful soul
and our world will miss her light.

Katha Kissman - April 24, 2020 at 07:43 AM

“

Thank you so much for your kind words. We are forever grateful for the outpouring of love
and support during this time. Her light will definitely be missed, may we each live as she
lived.
Blessings to you and your family,
The Kruegers
Amber - April 27, 2020 at 03:33 PM

“

Judy and I were close friends while attending New Buffalo Elementary and High
School, graduating in 1960. I remember spending the night at her home above the
bakery. Judy was a beautiful person inside and out. Love Judy Bartley Winthrop, Fort
Lauderdale, FL

Judy Bartley Winthrop - April 24, 2020 at 04:19 AM

“

Thank you so much for your kind words and sharing your memory. We are forever grateful
for the outpouring of love and support during this time.
Blessings to you and your family,
The Kruegers
Amber - April 27, 2020 at 03:34 PM

“

I met Judy in 2017 when I started working at the Heritage Center and instantly loved
her. She just had a gift for making you feel loved and appreciated. I’m going to miss
her so much but I have the assurance I’ll see her in heaven. Wish I could give hugs
to Butch, her kids and grandkids and all her friends.

Jill Cable - April 23, 2020 at 09:27 PM

“

Her love for the Heritage Center was very well known amongst her family. She loved
spending time there, especially with her grandchildren. Thank you so much for your kind
words. We are forever grateful for the outpouring of love and support during this time.
Blessings to you and your family,
The Kruegers
Amber - April 27, 2020 at 03:35 PM

“

I have so many wonderful memories of Judy. She was my kindergarten teacher and
then principal at St. Mary’s. She was always such a bright and loving presence. My
condolences to the entire family. She will be missed.

Keri Haskins - April 23, 2020 at 07:06 PM

“

I'm so sorry for your loss. Judy was an inspiration as a principal and I always enjoyed
working with her to provide her student's at Saint Mary's the best possible education.
She always demonstrated so much compassion for her students and staff. I know
that she will be missed by her family and friends.

Susan Pagen - April 23, 2020 at 06:22 PM

“

What a beautiful and befitting tribute to an extraordinary woman. We were shocked
and saddened to hear of her loss. You will be in our prayers. Felicia (Webb) and
Chuck Stone, Bradenton, Florida formerly of New Buffalo

Felicia Stone - April 23, 2020 at 05:05 PM

“

Extraordinary she was, thank you so much for your kind words. We are forever grateful for
the outpouring of love and support during this time.
Blessings to you and your family,
The Kruegers
Amber - April 27, 2020 at 03:41 PM

“

So Sorry For Your Loss She Was A Great Lady..The Last Time I Spoke With Her
Was At Mr Jordans Service And Luncheon At St Marys

Michael Grace - April 23, 2020 at 04:48 PM

“

Thank you so much for reaching out and sending condolences. We are forever grateful for
the outpouring of love and support during this time.
Blessings to you and your family,
The Kruegers
Amber - April 27, 2020 at 03:41 PM

“

Judy was an amazing principal at SML! My mom and I often speak of her fondly as
an exemplar of someone guided by their faith in all the best ways - kind, generous,
understanding. She took students' problems seriously, even when they were just
little-kid-complaints, and made you feel heard and cared for. Even after she retired
from SML, she welcomed us into her home and remembered every student during
our annual Tremont trips - many of whom she hadn't seen since they were in the 3rd
grade or even younger. We were all so lucky to have her as our principal and teacher
over the years. Our sincerest condolences to the Krueger, VanPelt, and Fidler
families <3

Liz Brennen - April 23, 2020 at 04:01 PM

“

Thank you so much for sharing your memory of Judy. She loved SML and loved Tremont
trips that she often would tell us stories of times at Tremont. She always was welcoming
regardless of the occasion. Thank you so much for your kind words. We are forever grateful
for the outpouring of love and support during this time.
Blessings to you and your family,
The Kruegers
Amber - April 27, 2020 at 03:40 PM

“

We were so sorry to hear about Judy. She will definitely be missed because she
touched so many lives. Keeping all the Krueger family in out thoughts and
prayers.Clem and Shala Block

Clem and Shala Block - April 23, 2020 at 04:00 PM

“

Please accept our sincere sympathy. Judy was a wonderful teacher and principal at St.
Mary's school and was strong in her faith. A genuinely nice person all the time. Prayers for
family and friends. Linda Castle, Matthew Castle and David Briggs.
Linda M Castle - April 23, 2020 at 07:47 PM

“

Judi was a special friend from the Great Smoky Mountains Heritage Center. We
volunteered together many times. Judy was very special to me and will be dearly missed.
Maria H Goetz - April 24, 2020 at 10:05 AM

“

We love reading all the memories and tributes to her during this time. She was a genuine,
loving soul who will be deeply missed. Thank you so much for your kind words. We are
forever grateful for the outpouring of love and support during this time.
Blessings to you and your family,
The Kruegers
Amber - April 27, 2020 at 03:38 PM

“

Peaceful White Lilies Basket was purchased for the family of Mary Judith Krueger.

April 23, 2020 at 03:49 PM

“

Thoughts and prayers for the entire family of Judy. She was such a loving person.
Ken and Wilda Cornett

Wilda Cornett - April 23, 2020 at 03:43 PM

“

Thank you so much for your kind words. She was such a loving person and we will forever
miss her. We are forever grateful for the outpouring of love and support during this time.
Blessings to you and your family,
The Kruegers
Amber - April 27, 2020 at 03:36 PM

“

Please accept our deepest condolences for your family's loss. Words cannot even
begin to express our sorrow. May you be comforted by the outpouring of love
surrounding you.
May your hearts and soul find peace and comfort. She will be deeply missed.
May God Bless Your Family,
LaVerne Ondresky
Jeannie and Joannie Woodley and Family
Lakeside, MI

LaVerne Ondresky - April 23, 2020 at 03:40 PM

“

Thank you so much for your kind words. We are forever grateful for the outpouring of love
and support during this time.
Blessings to you and your family,
The Kruegers
Amber Kiger - April 27, 2020 at 03:32 PM

“

Full Of Love Bouquet was purchased for the family of Mary Judith Krueger.

April 23, 2020 at 03:25 PM

“

The Brower Family purchased the Arrive in Style for the family of Mary Judith
Krueger.

The Brower Family - April 23, 2020 at 02:37 PM

