Larry Dale Montandon
January 11, 1947 - April 5, 2020

Larry Dale Montandon, 73, left this earth Sunday, April 5, 2020, at Blount Memorial
Hospital in Maryville, Tennessee. Larry was born to Virgil and Hazel (Grounds) Montandon
in Liberal, Kansas, on January 11, 1947. He grew up on a ranch near Wallace, Kansas,
and enjoyed being a big brother to his three sisters.
In 1970, he married Evelyn Reust in Guymon, Oklahoma, and together they raised two
daughters. He was the kind of father you looked up to. He was tough yet fair, stood for
right and never walked away from a challenge.
Larry loved his family and his country and was a steadfast advocate for Veterans and
proud to be one. He never knew a stranger, nor met a horse or dog he didn't like, including
his beloved horse Poco and his dogs Snoopy and Labrusky. Throughout his life, he found
peace riding horses, listening to the geese and observing our natural world. He loved
traveling with Evelyn, exploring new restaurants and roads, and enjoying his back-porch
view of the Smoky Mountains.
Larry wore many different hats, but one of his favorites was his cowboy hat. He farmed
and ranched with Evelyn and his parents for nearly 30 years, and that straw hat was atop
his head often as he worked cattle or cut wheat. Larry was also proud to serve his nation
and the men and women he led in the United States Armed Forces, retiring as a Sergeant
First Class in 1998. Larry was a Persian Gulf War veteran and a member of the U.S. Air
Force, Army, Air Force Reserve, and Kansas National Guard.
He also served as a District Magistrate Judge in Northwest Kansas; Manager of Kansas
Veterans Cemeteries in WaKeeney and Fort Dodge; Director of the Missouri Veterans
Cemetery in Springfield, and Director of the M.J. “Dolly” Cooper Veterans Cemetery in
Anderson, South Carolina.
Our cowboy and soldier has ridden off into the sunset and will be missed, but Larry just
may be sitting on a porch with his loved ones and fellow Veterans, reunited and sharing

stories.
Larry is survived by his wife, Evelyn Montandon; daughters, Shantel Smith and husband
Sean and Lennea Montandon; and grandchildren, Ryan and Savannah Smith and Cyrus
Montandon. He is also survived by his sisters, Kaye Abel (John), Pat Schmitt (Dennis),
and Shirley Myers (Larry); brother-in-Law, George Reust (Pauline); sisters-in-law Susie
Hughey and Carrol Bursell (Chester); numerous nieces and nephews, and good friends.
Preceding Larry in death include his parents, Virgil and Hazel Montandon; his father and
mother-in-law, Cyrus and Evelyn Reust, as well as sisters-in-law, Eloise Reust, Gaye
Reust; and brother-in-law, John Hughey.
A memorial will be held at a later date in Sharon Springs, Kansas. In memory of Larry, we
encourage you to donate to your local veterans’ organizations and charities.

Comments

“

Hope this is the right Larry... But my dad Phil Johnston knew a Larry Montandon who
would come home on leave with his brother Steve from Blytheville. He remembers
one weekend they went horseback riding. Dad's horse got thirsty mid ride and took
off to the creek up ahead below the trail at a good speed. My dad had been scared of
falling off so he had tied his shoes into the stirrups. He freaked and tried to jump off
the horse forgetting the shoes. He was hanging off the horse clinging by a thread.
Larry in full cowboy mode galloped full speed to him jumped off his horse and into
the creek to save dad. It was only after he got my dad down that he remembered he
was standing calf deep in the creek with his brand new boots. Steve who had caught
up was up on the bank laughing his butt off. Neither Larry nor dad thought it was
funny. My dad's always thought a lot of Larry for saving him. Grandma was talking
about those weekends recently and dad told this story again. I looked Larry up and
found this. The photos are from one of those weekends. We all send our
condolences.
Sincerely, Dana Johnston for her dad Phil and his family.
pjohnston001@charter.net

Dana Johnston - September 27, 2020 at 04:46 PM

“

Evelyn and Family, I was shocked to learn today (1 May 2020) that Larry had
passed. We were very blessed to have had him as the first Cemetery Superintendent
of the M.J. "Dolly" Cooper Veterans Cemetery. He did the most amazing things there
with very little funding. I miss his sense of humor and sage wisdom, and his patience
with how things operate in South Carolina. He was a great man, I know he will be
missed. Our thoughts and prayers are with you. Take care.

TerryLynn - May 04, 2020 at 01:26 PM

“

Evelyn and family, I read Larry's obituary in the Western Times newspaper today and
knew I had to send my sympathy to Larry's family. I now live in Hays Kansas and
grew up in Sharon Springs & Wallace Kansas. My father Duane Deckman had a
shop and grainery on the north end of Wallace just south of the water tower. One
summer Larry helped us when we were shorthanded. Larry was great to work with,
was always promptly on time and a hard worker. Rest in Peace Larry!

Joseph M. Deckman
Joseph M. Deckman - May 01, 2020 at 07:47 PM

“

Evelyn, I was shocked to learn today (May 1 2020) that Larry had died. We still miss
him at the Dolly Cooper Veterans Cemetery. He really knew his stuff! Hardly a week
goes by that someone doesn't ask after him and wants to send their regards. It is a
huge loss to those who knew him. I pray you will be all right. Take care of yourself.

Phyllis Brown - May 01, 2020 at 04:41 PM

“

I’m so sorry at your loss of Larry. He was a good man and the world is a lesser place
without him. Always I admired him and his big heart at Military Funerals at Dolly
Cooper Veterans Cemetery. Undoubtedly he had witnessed hundreds of funerals in
his occupation and many , many times I saw tears running down his cheeks. He
never got hardened to the death of a Veteran. My sincere sympathy to the family, for
sure he will be missed
!

John D Nixon - April 14, 2020 at 09:45 AM

“

I count it a privilege to have known Larry, I was in the American Legion Honor Guard at
Dolly Cooper Veterans cemetery. Larry was a very kind man and was very easy to work
with, my sympathy and condolences.
Joseph Holden, Anderson, SC.
Joseph Holden. - April 15, 2020 at 09:56 AM

“

Dear Evelyn and family,
I was so saddened to hear about Larry. He was a treasure for us when Jim had the
stroke. He helped us get his records from VA. I needed help and he stepped up. Of
course you helped me contact Larry.
Evelyn you always have a special place in my heart. I miss you.
Mary Coffee

Mary Coffee - April 13, 2020 at 04:57 PM

“

Thank you Mary for thinking of my mom and dad. He had a heart for veterans and knew
regulations and how to get things done. I’m glad he helped when you needed him.
Len - May 26, 2020 at 09:10 PM

“

1 file added to the album Military Days

Shantel Smith - April 12, 2020 at 11:17 PM

“

I was sorry to hear about Larry’s passing. I know what it is like to lose a brother. You
are in my thoughts and prayers. Please give my condolences to the family.
Joye Walters

Joye Walters - April 12, 2020 at 02:20 PM

“

Kaye and I have been friends, it seems, for our entire life. At 18, I married and moved
and Lost touch after a while. Recently, I have been back in touch with Kaye and my
heart goes out to her, her family, and Larry’s wife and daughters. Larry was loved
dearly and his memory will always live in a special place in their hearts.

Sandra McMillen - April 10, 2020 at 08:56 PM

“

I met Larry in the Army at Miesau, Germany in 1979. I consider him my oldest and
best friend. I never had a problem he couldn't solve. I enjoyed helping him and his
dad with harvest for many years. He officiated at my marriage while being magistrate
and after Millie passed he was best man at my next wedding to my Barb. We enjoyed
many hours at Dollywood and surrounding areas. I will miss him alot, but I have
many great memories to remember, especially the back porch on a summer evening.
I hope to see many more shows with Evelyn and Barb.

Sam and Barbara Esher - April 10, 2020 at 04:44 PM

“

I just got allowed to sleep in his house, after I fixed a pair of his pants, then he was going to
serve me mayo 3 times a day. I truly enjoyed meeting him and the short time the four of us
were together. Loved you,Larry
Sam and Barbara Esher - April 10, 2020 at 08:51 PM

“

Sorry for your loss. Prayers. A good man. Bill Morford
Bill Morford - April 10, 2020 at 09:05 PM

“

1 file added to the album Military Days

Smith Funeral and Cremation Service - April 10, 2020 at 01:57 PM

“
“

So proud of you!
shirley myers - April 10, 2020 at 03:09 PM

Sympathy to Larry’s family. I have fond memories of spending time with Kaye and her
family and getting to know the Montandons. Larry was always nice to the silly young girls
playing jacks and giggling. I’m not at all surprised to learn of his accomplishments. So sorry
for your loss.
Jari Lane Lee - April 10, 2020 at 03:34 PM

“

Larry was a sweetheart of a man. Always knew him to have a kind heart. Much love to my
cousin Evelyn and their daughters and grandchildren, as he is dearly missed. Much love,
Cindy
Cindy Tracy - April 10, 2020 at 03:58 PM

“

Larry was a solid no nonsense man. He cared about people as well as our vets. He helped
Dad get in touch with WWII men he served with and attend reunions. He was kind to me
when my husband died. He was strong and tough but he loved life and family. He always
did his best. I loved debating with him because he showed me the other side of thing. He
will be missed. I salute you and Heaven now has another good soldier working for the Lord.
Susie Hughey - April 12, 2020 at 03:16 PM

