James W. McCulla
July 31, 1926 - June 20, 2020

James “Preacher Jim” McCulla, age 93 joined his Heavenly Father Saturday, June 20,
2020. Jim was born to James and Myrtle McCulla July 31, 1926 in Knoxville, TN. He
graduated as Valedictorian from Central High School class of 1944, served in the United
States Army in the South Pacific, where he was a “south paw” pitcher for the Army
baseball team. After returning home, he attended and pitched ball for The University of
Tennessee before transferring to and graduating from Carson Newman College. He
married the love of his life, Dorothy “Dottie” Hodgson in 1950 and moved to Ft. Worth, TX,
where he attended and graduated from Southwestern Seminary. He pastored churches in
Texas, Montana, and California before returning to Tennessee in the mid 1960’s where he
continued to pastor churches in Knoxville and Blount County until he retired. “Preacher
Jim” had a gentle spirit, sweet smile, twinkle in his eye, and a kind word for everyone he
encountered. He often attempted to lighten one’s day by sharing a joke (or two). He was a
devoted pastor, husband, father, friend, and above all a faithful servant of Jesus. Jim is
survived by his daughters, Mary Woodcock and her husband, Jim of Athens, GA, Carol
Russell of Walland; son, Jimmy McCulla and his wife, Sharon of Maryville; 10
grandchildren; 18 great-grandchildren. Preceded in death by his beloved wife, Dottie;
daughter, Becky Tallent; son, John McCulla; sister, Barbara Rucker. In lieu of flowers,
donations can be made to Rocky Branch Missionary Baptist Church Building Fund, 4620
Cambridge Rd., Walland, TN 37886. Family will receive friends from 5:00 until 7:00 PM
Wednesday, August 19, 2020 at Smithview Pavilion with a Celebration of Life to follow. A
private graveside service will be held at Rocky Branch Missionary Baptist Church
Cemetery. Smith Funeral & Cremation Service, Maryville, 865-983-1000,
www.SmithFuneralandCremation.com.

Comments

“

Heaven has a wonderful man that we were graced to have. Rev. McCulla was an
important teacher for me as he came to the Medical Fitness Program to care for
himself. He became an active member serving as our blessing giver at many of our
biannual picnics and gatherings.
Jim was always clear with his message and the importance of being a faithful man
will always receive the most love.
I have thought of him often and will remember his lessons forever.
Donna Dixon and Steve Kaufman

Donna Dixon - July 03 at 12:09 PM

“

My husband and I were both nurses at BMH for may years and often saw this kind
gentleman visiting patients. We remember him fondly and send our condolences.
Alice Beth and Lew Royce

Alice Beth Royce - June 29 at 10:11 AM

“

Carol.so sorry for your loss. I loved your Daddy. Such a great loss. I will be praying
for your family. I am Ted Foust sister Gwen. Love you guys!

Gwen Baker - June 29 at 09:43 AM

“

Carol, I am so sorry for your loss. I lost my dad a year ago last April 10th and
although I was blessed to have him for 90 years, not a day goes by that I don't think
of him. Your dad was a part of that "greatest generation" that I fear we may never
see again. I will keep you and your family in my thoughts and prayers.

Shane Carpenter - June 29 at 07:10 AM

“

Carol and Family, I lift you up in my prayers. I knew your daddy as Preacher McCulla.
He was the first pastor I actually listened to, and he started me on the path of reading
the Bible and learning on my own. You all came to Fairview just after I accepted
Christ as my savior in VBS. He baptized me and I remember it like it was yesterday.
At 62, I still remember things he taught me in his sermons,, like the Greek words for
love and their different meanings. The time I spent in your home allowed me to see a

wonderful example of a man as the strong loving spiritual leader for his family. He
preached the Word, taught the Word and lived the Word. Love and God's Blessings,
Leisa.
Leisa Hutchison - June 26 at 08:38 PM

“

Preacher Jim...what a gentle, sweet soul. Just being in his presence made me feel
like a better human, because he treated me like my life meant something. Rest well
Preacher Jim. I know the Lord was happy to see you. My sincere condolences to the
family. Pastor Jim was one of those rare ones that one doesn't meet very often in a
lifetime.He certainly made an impact on me. ~Cora Headrick Mitchell (Melody Miers'
sister~

Cora Mitchell - June 25 at 12:00 PM

