Henry Vargas
September 15, 1948 - March 3, 2020

Henry “Hank” Vargas, 71, of Maryville, went home to Jesus suddenly on Tuesday, March
3, 2020. He was preceded by his parents, Ramon Vargas and Joquina Maldonado, and
sister, Doris Velilla. He is survived by beloved family: wife Martha, daughter Tina Michael,
son Kevin Vargas (Kristina), nephew Dan Velilla (Kristina), eight grandchildren, two great
grandchildren, a grand-nephew and a grand-niece, numerous cousins in Puerto Rico, and
countless extended family and devoted friends.
For Hank, firefighting was a calling. He was a career federal firefighter and EMT at Camp
Pendleton Marine Base in California and was Assistant Chief at the Palomar Mountain
Volunteer Fire Department. He received many awards for Bravery and Uncommon Valor.
He taught CPR and First Responder courses for the Red Cross. He served his country in
the US Navy, 1968-1974.
Hank retired to Maryville in 2014, where he enjoyed hiking, pickleball, traveling, and most
of all, time spent with family and friends.
Memorial service will be at 11:00 AM, Monday, March 9, 2020 at Highland Presbyterian
Church with Pastor Dwyn Mounger officiating. The family will receive friends at Highland
Presbyterian after the service.
In lieu of flowers, the family requests donations be made either to the National Fallen
Firefighter Foundation (https://www.firehero.org/donate/) or to the American Red Cross.
Smith Funeral & Cremation Service, Maryville, 865-983-1000,
www.SmithFuneralandCremation.com.
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Highland Presbyterian Church
721 E. Lamar Alexander Pkwy., Maryville, TN, US, 37804

Comments

“

A tribute video has been added.

Smith Funeral and Cremation Service - March 07 at 02:10 PM

“

I have known Hank since 1976. I could never ask for a better friend. We have been through
so much and he was my hero on many occasions. He stood by me and never judged me.
He will always remain in my heart as a dear dear friend. Henry was this special to many
people, I know, but I still will carry him in my heart forever.
Carrie Biskobing-Monroy - March 09 at 09:53 PM

“

I will always remember Henry for the moments we shared in our childhood. We had
some wonderful times together with our families in New York and Philadelphia. May
God give peace to his family especially his wife Martha. God bless you all. Your
cousin Doris from Puerto Rico.

Doris Rios - April 14 at 03:50 PM

“

I am so much saddened to know about passing of Hank. He was such a pleasant
person, always ready to help. During my stay at Palomar observatory, he came many
times to remove anything from a spider to snake on a moment's notice. I am sure he
is brightening the heavens now. RIP Hank.
Hope Martha and family are able to cope up with this immense loss. My prayers are
with you all

Renu - March 25 at 12:20 PM

“

We have so many memories of times spent with Henry. Wonderful memories of good
times that will treasured forever. Camp Pendleton get togethers, Chilis from Puerto
Rico, Firebreaks and Snow Shoes to name a few. We will miss him very much - Paul
and Patricia Godding

Paul & Patricia - March 17 at 11:10 AM

“

We came to know Hank through Pickleball in the last year. That's not a very long
time but the impression he made on us will last the rest of our lives. We knew him
long enough to experience his positive, joyful personality and his ever-present
kindness. We are very blessed to have known him. Please accept our heartfelt
sympathy and prayers. We will surely miss him! Bill & Toni Jacobs

Toni Jacobs - March 08 at 11:30 AM

“

I met Hank a few years ago when I started playing pickleball. He was very friendly,
and always joking. We always took time to catch up on what was going on in our
lives. He will be greatly missed. We will keep him and his family in our prayers.

Jim Linneman - March 07 at 10:00 PM

“

75 files added to the album LifeTributes

Smith Funeral and Cremation Service - March 07 at 12:26 PM

“

So sorry to hear about Hank. Hank and I served at Camp Pendleton FD together,
Hank always served the Marines and community with professionalism and
enthusiasm. He was a great firefighter and always fun to work with.

Jeff Young - March 07 at 12:15 AM

“

So shocked and saddened to hear of Hank's passing. You are in my prayers, Martha
& family. With sincere condolences, Diane Brown, Highland Pres. Church

Diane Brown - March 06 at 02:36 PM

“

I didn't know him well but I do recall playing pickleball with him a few times. Nice guy.
He didn't treat players like second class citizens. Those of you who play pickleball
know what I mean. The mark of a genuine person is one who treats all like they are
his friend. Sorry to see you go. Andrea Breeding

Andrea Breeding - March 06 at 12:51 PM

“

Hank was a very funny and lovely human being. He was kind and playful. His helpful
care when we had emergency situations at our yoga retreat facility will be
remembered. I remember he and Martha's wedding at the fire station on Palomar
Mountain and the wedding cake with Micky and Minnie on top! What a joyous event.
Following the Palomar fires they stayed at our home and we enjoyed their company
in that sad event. They were indeed a loving and happy couple. My heard breaks for
Martha in her loss.
love,
Janet Ristow

Janet Ristow - March 06 at 12:26 PM

“

We are so sorry to hear about Henry passing. He was well thought of by all. If there
is anything we can do please call. Love to you.

Paula and Jerome - March 06 at 11:17 AM

“

We will miss you deeply and always love you... thank you for being you when you
were here

kristina Vargas - March 06 at 03:07 AM

“

1 file added to the album Memories Album

RITA T WESTFIELD - March 05 at 09:53 PM

“

Shipmate and Friend of many years. Many Family picnics/potlucks when the Kids
were small. Wicked and definitely twisted sense of humor. He was one of a kind.
Love to all who knew him and will miss him.

Jacquelyn Nelson - March 05 at 06:59 PM

“
“

Playing pickle ball we used to cut up with each other all the time. I will surely miss him
eric - March 06 at 09:08 AM

We are so sorry to hear that Hank had passed. Martha and Hank were such a sweet
couple, and we always enjoyed talking with them . We saw them 3 weeks ago when we
had dinner at Edna,s home. We will always remember having a “team” hug when we left.
Hank was so kind to give us a ride to Knoxville and back because we don,t do night driving.
George and Eileen - March 06 at 01:49 PM

“

“

I loved that team hug. RIP dear Hank X
philomena Nardone - March 09 at 11:56 AM

A super guy, good friend and a favorite Pickleball partner ! He will be greatly missed.!

Larry Calabrro - March 05 at 06:51 PM

“

So, so sorry, Martha. Peace to you and your family.

Rita Loveday - March 05 at 06:35 PM

