Henry David Law
September 16, 1930 - January 2, 2019

On Wednesday, January 2, 2019, Henry David Law, loving husband and father of five
children, passed away at the age of 88. Henry was born on September 16, 1930, in
Maryville, Tennessee, to James Paul Law and Ada Pearl McMahan Law. He was a 1949
graduate of Alcoa High School and served his country in the Tennessee National Guard
and the United States Army. On February 10, 1951, he married Shirley Patricia Mason.
Together, they raised three sons, John, Paul and David, and two daughters, Melinda and
Amy.
Henry loved and was deeply loved by his family and friends. He started Law's Furniture
with his father in 1945. He built Law's into one of the finest furniture stores in the nation.
Law's, located on Washington Street in Maryville, included one of the first Baker Furniture
line galleries. Henry renovated multiple Law's adjoining buildings to form their furniture
showroom, warehouse and office space in and next the old Southern Railroad Depot
(which was later registered on the National Historic Register). After retiring in 1992, he
started an Indonesian furniture import business, obtained his contractor's license, and built
custom residential homes, commercial office renovation, and volunteered his time to
complete construction projects for Young Life. At the age of 85, Henry was the general
contractor for new Law's Furniture Showroom in Knoxville. He was a Sunday school
teacher and member of First Baptist Church of Maryville, Boy Scout leader, Member of
Blount County Industrial Board, Member of Maryville College Isaac Anderson Society. He
and his wife attended Cedar Springs Presbyterian Church in Knoxville, and were members
of the Emmaus Sunday School Class. They were also members of First Baptist Church
Maryville.
Henry was preceded in death by his father, James Paul, his mother, Ada Pearl and his
sister Pauline Walters Spencer, and brother, Ralph Steward Law. He is survived by his
brother, Eugene, and his wife, Shirley, their five children: John Law (Knoxville), Paul & wife
Carol Law (Maryville) and David & wife Vicki Law (Maryville), Melinda & husband Dr. Tom
King (Kingsport), and Amy & Judge Rex Dale (Lenoir City); six grandchildren: Amanda,
Adam, Caleb, and Curtis Law, and Grant and Reed King; and one great-grandson, Carter
Law.
Henry's burial will take place on Saturday, January 5, 2019, at 1:00 p.m. at Grandview

Cemetery in Maryville, and a Celebration of Life memorial service will follow, at 2:30 p.m.
at the First Baptist Church of Maryville with receiving of friends to follow the service. In lieu
of flowers, Henry's family requests that donations be made in his honor to Blount County
Young Life (P.O. Box 5284, Maryville, TN 37802.
Smith Funeral & Cremation Service, 1402 Tuckaleechee Pike, Maryville, Tennessee
37803, 865-983-1000, www.SmithFuneralandCremation.com.
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Comments

“

Shirley and family, ever since I worked at Law's Furniture (too many years ago to
count), I've always thought of all of you as part of my Maryville family. I loved working
with all the family and fondly remember when John, Paul, and I would be told to
"neaten up the floor and re-accessorize the room settings." That was the easy stuff
but when we had to help re-do the room settings, it was a family affair.
I'm sorry I'm not there to share in the celebration of Henry's life tonight. I know it will
be a great gathering of old and new friends. Ironically, Chip (my wife of 48 years) and
I will be relocating back to Maryville in May this year. It seems as I got older and
travel and job adventures grew less interesting, my heart has longed for my roots
back there in Maryville. Of course, even our family has been pared down, so we're
coming back with less friends and way less family but we long to be there.
It's looks as though your immediate family is still there to love you and support you
during these days of grief. Someone once told me, "Grief is not a sign of weakness
nor loneliness. No, it's a tribute of the love you shared and long to have again." I
know your faith will carry you through and more than anything, I know your children,
grandchildren, and that one great-grandchild, will be there to love you when you so
need a hug.
One other thing I've learned over the years is that God's comfort and peace falls
softly upon yourself and those who love you. Peace would never crash land on us,
especially God's peace. It falls softly and soothes our troubled heart and soul. May
the love of God and His peace, come softly to you and grant you peace in the
coming months. Know that I am recalling and loving the Law family now and always.

William "Bill" Middleton - January 05, 2019 at 11:23 PM

“

Pink Tribute Spray was purchased for the family of Henry David Law.

January 05, 2019 at 12:01 PM

“

Serene Retreat was purchased for the family of Henry David Law.

January 04, 2019 at 03:29 PM

“

Our most heartfelt condolences to your precious family. Our "family" mourns with
yours. Mr. Law was such a bright spot! He always had kind words, a wonderful laugh,
and a sweet smile that will certainly be missed. Thank you for sharing granddad with
us. Our thoughts and prayers are with your family during this difficult time.
With all our love,
Dr. Thomas Morton, DDS,
Tina, Jill, Toni, Starr, Kassy, Rosi, and Bobbie

Thomas Morton, DDS and Staff - January 04, 2019 at 08:24 AM

“

Carla A. purchased the Serene Reflections Bouquet for the family of Henry David
Law.

Carla A. - January 03, 2019 at 09:24 PM

