H. Wayne Simmons
June 9, 1943 - January 16, 2021

Reverend H. Wayne Simmons, 77, of Maryville, Tennessee, died peacefully in the arms of
his family on Saturday, January 16, 2021. Born on June 9, 1943, to Myrtle Johnson
Simmons and the Rev. Andrew Clay Simmons, Wayne spent his East Tennessee
childhood hunting squirrels and playing guitar with his best friend and brother, Jerry. On
March 31, 1962, Wayne married his sweetheart, Vivian – the two lovebirds commencing a
beautiful life together devoted solely to God and Family. Wayne’s passion for Christ
involved his notable 51-year ministry of evangelism, missions, and church pastorship –
including tent meetings across the eastern US, church revivals though out the South,
forays abroad (Haiti, Africa, and the Middle East), and of particular pride, seeding and
pastoring Praise Temple Assembly of God in Alcoa, Tennessee. Wayne faithfully served
as pastor, counselor, mentor and friend to countless people during his decades at this
church. With his faithful brother Jerry, Wayne formed and ministered through the Simmons
Evangelistic Team -- especially noted in “Can Somebody Shout Amen!: Inside the Tents
and Tabernacles of American Revivalists,” a New York Times’s best-selling book by author
Patsy Sims (1988). Supporting this evangelism for many years, Wayne hosted “The Voice
of Praise” radio program from Knoxville, Tennessee’s regional WKXV station. Wayne’s
lifelong passion for music led him to play acoustic and electric guitar, electric bass,
mandolin, and sing alongside his brother in ministry. Favorite songs of Wayne included the
Everly Brother’s “Dream,” Willie Nelson’s “Blue Eyes Crying in the Rain,” Gloria Gaither’s
“Because He Lives,” Andrae’ Crouch’s “Bless the Lord,” and in what Wayne thought of as
almost a Christian song, Harold Arlen and Yip Harburg’s “Somewhere Over the Rainbow.”
Wayne’s ministry and personal life were filled with a servant’s heart, great hope, much
laughter, and vast love.
Wayne and Vivian enjoyed 59 years of wonderful marriage, filled with children, a
grandson, countless friends, home and travel (from Hawaii to Maine, from Illinois to
Florida). Two special destinations for the couple included Caribbean cruises and frequent
jaunts into the Great Smoky Mountains.
Alzheimer’s was part of Wayne’s life for his last decade, and while it took much from him,
he never stopped saying “I love you.” The Simmons family is especially thankful for his
daughter’s gentle caregiving and his brother’s unwavering devotion. Wayne is survived by

loving wife Vivian, daughter Tywanna and son-in-law Greg (the Big Boy) McDaniel,
grandson Hunter McDaniel, son Rodney Simmons, and brother Jerry Simmons. In lieu of
flowers, memorial donations may be made in Wayne’s name to:
Assemblies of God Missions, 1145 North Boonville Avenue, Springfield, MO 65802,
contributions@ag.org
Or Pat Summit Foundation, 520 Summit Hill Drive, No. 1101, Knoxville, TN 37902,
info@summitfoundation.org. Friends may call at their convenience on Thursday, January
21, 2021 from 9:00 a.m. until 4:00 p.m. and on Friday, January 22, 2021 from 9:00 a.m.
until 1:30 at Smith Funeral & Cremations Service. Family and friends will assemble for
graveside service and interment on Friday, January 22, 2021 at 3:00 p.m. at Sherwood
Memorial Gardens. Smith Funeral & Cremation Service, Maryville, TN 865-983-1000,
www.SmithFuneralandCremation.com
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Comments

“

Vivian and family, you are in our thoughts and prayers. We cherish the memories we
shared with your family over the years and know that Wayne will be missed.

Wayne and Shirley Hughes - January 21 at 04:25 PM

“

121 files added to the album LifeTributes

Smith Funeral and Cremation Service - January 21 at 07:27 AM

“

My utmost condolences to Miss Vivian, Tywanna, Greg Taylor and Rodney Also to
Jerry & Carolyn and all the Simmons family. Pastor Wayne not only was my Pastor
for many years but a true friend, fellow minister and pal. I was blessed to serve with
them many years at Praise Temple. Your love and support has kept me in the
ministry, for that I Praise God. our familys' prayers are with each of you during this
time May Gods' comforting arms of love surround each of you during these days. In
Christian Love. Rev./ Chaplain Rocky Glenn and family.

Chaplain Rocky Glenn - January 20 at 12:48 PM

“

Wayne would occasional join our neighborhood prayer group. We always knew we
would be blessed when he was there. You could feel the Holy Spirits presence when
he prayed. It is a honor to have known him.

Andrea Mchugh - January 19 at 06:24 PM

“

I remember the ,many service the Holy Ghost came down both in Rockford Praise
Temple and Alcoa building and The Tuesday morning prayer meetings he never
missed. His love for his flock . His love for our family over and over again. Helping us
any hour of morning or night. His love of Jesus shined everywhere and in everything
that he did. I am so grateful for his confidence in my ministry. He mentored me and
trusted me in his pulpit. Which I will forever hold as an honor. He as a true friend to
me and Scott over the years. Saved our marriage. Married Three of our four
daughters as Pastor officiated. He was everything one can expect in a Pastor then
some. I will forever miss you my friend. Thank you Jesus for allowing us to have this
man as our Pastor and Friend. We love you Vivan Tywanna , Rodney Greg, Hunter,
Jerry, Carolyn and all the Simmons family. Love Rosetta and Scott Evans

Rosetta Evans - January 19 at 06:09 PM

“

Peaceful White Lilies Basket was purchased for the family of H. Wayne Simmons.

January 19 at 04:38 PM

“

Sending my thoughts and prayers to the family. So comforting to know this special
husband and father is now at his Heavenly Home resting in the arms of Jesus. If we
could only see him now!!!

Susan McGuire - January 18 at 04:28 PM

“
“

A great loss here but a great reunion there. Great friend and mentor. Praying for comfort.
Rev Steve & Kyu Ownby - January 18 at 04:38 PM

Vivian, Tywanna, Rodney, Jerry, and Carolyn; since Jerry called me with the sad news a
song has been on my heart. It is an old,old song. Part of first verse goes like this,
Preaching by the roadside under a tree people come along make a mock out of me. The
chorus is what I think would be Wayne's message to us.
"Somewhere in glory you'll find me, you'll find me, singing and shouting through all eternity."
With all our love, thoughts and prayers.
Kenny and Joy Johnson
Kenneth Johnson - January 20 at 08:58 PM

