Donald Howard Garner
September 25, 1963 - January 9, 2019

Donald “Donnie” Howard Garner age 55 passed away at Blount Memorial Hospital and
entered Eternal Peace and Devine Healing on Wednesday, January 9, 2019. He was a
very well loved and known Barber for over 14 years with his dad, James Garner, at
Garner’s Barber Shop. He was very active at his church, the Good News Center Church in
Friendsville. He never met a stranger, everyone to him was a buddy or friend. He was
preceded in death by his parents, James Garner and Lavon Garner (Shuler). He leaves
behind his wife of over 23 years, Sammie Garner (Poe) whom he loved dearly; a sister
and brother-in-law, Peggy and Wayne Stephenson; a niece and her husband, Christy and
Mark Williams; and a nephew and wife, Timmy and Gina Stephenson; 2 great nieces,
Oliva and Lila Stephenson; several aunts and uncles and a host of friends and his special
pet Brutus! The receiving of family and friends will be Sunday, January 13, 2019 from 3:00
until 5:00 PM. Service will follow at 5:00 PM with Rev. Scott Potter officiating. Interment
will be Monday, January 14, 2019 at 11:00 AM at Pleasant Hill Cemetery. Smith Funeral &
Cremation Service, Maryville, 865-983-1000, www.SmithFuneralandCremation.com.
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Comments

“

Connie Ramsey Delozier lit a candle in memory of Donald Howard Garner

Connie Ramsey Delozier - January 17 at 09:03 AM

“

Donnie always came in and brighten my day! His hugs and smile will be missed!

Meghan Martin - January 14 at 08:52 AM

“

Donnie always had a small on his face and a hug for everyone. We will truly miss
such a blessed man as this.

Jeanne Mills - January 14 at 08:45 AM

“

Remember when we clean the church for homecoming and he would say teamwork
everyone will be missed prayers for family walk those streets of gold Donnie love you

Patty Stewart - January 13 at 09:45 PM

“

Donnie was one of the kindest people whom I have ever known. His love for Jesus
was shown by his testimony and the way that he loved others. He always let you
know that you were his special friend and that he loved you. It breaks my heart to
know that I will never run into him again on this earth, but will see him again in
heaven. Praying that God will comfort hearts and give peace to the Garner Family
during this time of loss.

Melanie Hayes Hoffman - January 13 at 05:02 PM

“

Donnie you will be missed. One of the friendliest people I have ever met.
Joe Breu

Joe Breu - January 13 at 02:42 PM

“

Sammie I am so sorry for you! Donnie was a great Christian and I know you will feel
his absence deeply. Bpleaee let me know if I can do anything. You will always be a
sister to me. Love you!

Sandy - January 13 at 10:36 AM

“

12 files added to the album LifeTributes

Smith Funeral and Cremation Service - January 13 at 10:30 AM

“

Donnie was an amazing..kind..loving Christian man...So full of compassion..Always
had a kind word when we would see him..Prayers for his wife...God Bless

Sheila Jeter - January 12 at 07:55 PM

“

Sammie and family I have known Donnie for along time and he was the sweetest and
nicest man around I will miss him a lot. My thoughts and prayers to you all . Rhonda
Willocks

Rhonda Willocks - January 12 at 01:15 PM

“

Sammie we are sorry for your loss, we will not be able to make it to the funeral but
we will keep you in our thoughts and prayers. From Ralph, Rose Coulter

Rose Coulter - January 12 at 11:56 AM

“

So sorry Sammie. U are in my prayers. Donnie will be missed.

Shelia Tipton - January 12 at 11:18 AM

“

Family and Friends;
I had the privilege of having Donnie in one of my classes at William Blount High
School and he was an outstanding Student. My association with Donnie was a
pleasure and he was always a well mannered Student. I will always remember his
demeanor, it was impeccable. He will be sorely missed by everyone.
You have my deepest sympathy and condolences.
Brigadier General Charles Cochran

Charles Cochran - January 12 at 11:12 AM

“

We love Donnie and Sammie they came to church every time the doors was. Open they
were always the last to leave anything you asked them to do they did it if we had a dinner
they helped us clean up that always impressed me he had a heart for god and Sammie
does too he has gone to his reward and We will miss him the church needs more people
that’s willing to work for god And do what they can love you sammie
norma. eblen - January 12 at 08:06 PM

“

Donnie was a special person and such a blessing to many. So sorry for your loss. Praying
for you.
Ann McCammon - January 12 at 08:32 PM

“

So sorry to hear about Donnie death. He was an amazing man! Always a smile on his face
and only kind words out of his mouth. He will be missed!
dawndawnreagan@gmail.com - January 13 at 11:35 AM

“

You will be missed Donnie. God be with you friend.

Ken Jeffries - January 12 at 11:11 AM

“

Godspeed, friend.
You will be missed.
Broadway Barber Shop

Broadway Barber Shop - January 12 at 08:06 AM

“

Donnie was a very sweet and kind man. I have known him for a long time. I'm very
sorry for your loss

Teresa Allen - January 12 at 07:11 AM

“

Shirley Canant lit a candle in memory of Donald Howard Garner

Shirley Canant - January 12 at 01:03 AM

“

I will miss your infectious smile and overall joy for life I saw everytime you seen me at the
store...customers like you really make my job more than just a job. We will miss you my
buddy...
Shirley Canant - January 12 at 01:08 AM

“

I’m broken hearted . For ten years I served at Walgreens & before I retired from CVS
for 19 years Donnie would come in for a hug, an acknowledgement or friendly wave
& kind words. As always, I was dastardly busy...but when Donnie came in, I stopped
to acknowledge him and tell him what a good good person he was. May GOD shine
upon his sweet sweet soul and keep him close in Heaven. The world is a less sweet
place without his precious presence. I loved Donnie, he could brighten any day with
his sweet heart. God bless his family and especially Sammie.

Lisa Hroovet - January 11 at 11:33 PM

“

One more precious memory...at William Blount High School Donnie was voted “Most
Outgoing “. That befitted him to a tee. RIP my friend.
Lisa Groover - January 11 at 11:39 PM

“

So very sorry to learn of Donnie's passing....our condolences to Sammie & family. Always
friendly & so kind plus took time to converse whenever he saw you. Definitely a loss to all
who knew him.
Bailey & Ann Shields - January 12 at 08:57 AM

“

So sorry to hear about your loss Sammie. I first meet you all when you opened the little
store in Townsend and i would come in there about everyday and look around and buy
some snack or avon you both was some of the most sweet and kind people i have ever
meet . Then you all started selling at the flea market and i would stop in to see what y'all
had . And i saw you two out all the time and they was never a time that he would not stop
and come to say hi to me and my husband. He was a very sweet and kind man and you
could tell very fast that he loved the lord and his church. Back last year he was selling
calendars for his church and i got one from him and he gave me his # in case i new
someone else that would like to buy one to help out his church. He will be missed by
everyone that had a chance to get to know him. RIP MY FRIEND ! We will be praying for
you Sammie and all of the family for your great loss . Ronnie & Donna Green
Donna - January 12 at 09:48 AM

“

So sorry Sammie... In our prayers

Joni Teffeteller stewart - January 11 at 11:04 PM

“

Very sorry to hear this. Donnie was the sweetest. RIP my friend.

Beverly Russell - January 11 at 09:42 PM

“

I'm so sorry for your loss. Donnie only knew me because he used to cut my
husband's hair. Every time I saw him out and about he always spoke to me and
asked how I was. He was a really sweet man and will be missed.
In Sympathy,
Vickie French

Vickie French - January 11 at 09:37 PM

“

“

Sorry for your loss me and Donnie went to school together
Gale - January 11 at 09:43 PM

RIP My Friend

Kim Phelps - January 11 at 06:50 PM

“

Donnie's and my birthday was on the same day he always called on me on
September 25th I will miss that call this year and will think of him he was always a
loving cousin he came to see my mother and daddy often now he is with them I know
they are rejoicing now. Loved Donnie so much. My thoughts and prayers are with
Sammie and Peggy.

Dot Beard-Albright - January 11 at 06:45 PM

“

You always had a smile on your face and a hello for everyone you saw. You will be
missed. RIP.

Geneva Sizemore - January 11 at 06:35 PM

“

RIP my sweet friend.

Myra Lambert - January 11 at 06:01 PM

“

Donnie is such a sweet soul! He will be sadly missed!

Annette & Greg Godsey - January 11 at 05:51 PM

“

Heaven is a little sweeter since u arrived my sweet sweet friend. I will miss u
immensely.That michievious smile.All ur hugs.U never met a stranger.you was good to
everyone.This is not goodbye.Ill see u in a little while.Jesus is coming!!
Sharon Edgar - January 11 at 06:48 PM

“

I'm known Donnie sense 1st grade,he was a awesome friend he love everybody he
met,he didn't meet a stranger.
He love is church,and his wife Sammi very much. I love you my friend and you will be
very much miss.

Robin Quenemoen Harrill - January 11 at 05:31 PM

“

I will miss running into you. I was your buddy for a long time. I'll always remember
you telling me about meeting your wife and how happy she made you. God Bless
your Family now till we meet again my friend. Darlene Brown Lambert

Darlene Brown Lambert - January 11 at 05:31 PM

“

Haven't seen Donnie since High School but he was always so kind and good hearted! RIP
my friend
Debbie Breeden - January 11 at 11:06 PM

“

So sorry to see that Donnie has passed. Prayers for all the family. He was always so
friendly every time I saw him.

martha farner - January 11 at 05:25 PM

“

Sherry Price lit a candle in memory of Donald Howard Garner

Sherry Price - January 11 at 05:25 PM

“

I remember Donnie calling me on several occasions letting me know about fresh
vegetables he had gotten for me or just tell me he loved me as a sister. I will greatly
miss you Donnie.

Laura R King - January 11 at 02:20 PM

“

“

aka Renea Wilson-King
Renea King - January 11 at 02:22 PM

Tammy Gossett Sowders lit a candle in memory of Donald Howard Garner

Tammy Gossett Sowders - January 11 at 01:52 PM

“

So shocked and sad to hear of his passing. Every time I saw him he would say " hey cuz"
and make sure to tell Mark hi and that he loved him. He was so sweet and kind. He made
you feel like he was proud to know you. He had a Christ like heart, an example of how we
all should be. Sammy... sorry couldn't attend services..our prayers are with you.. love
you..Sherry and Mark Garner

SHERRY GARNER - January 13 at 07:33 PM

