Darrell Paul Gregory
January 10, 1937 - October 30, 2019

Darrell Paul Gregory of Maryville, TN passed away on October 30, 2019 at the age of 82.
He was a loving husband, a devoted father, and a Godly man who learned perseverance
from being a lifelong fan of the Chicago Cubs.
He grew up in Walland, TN and in 1956 married Thelma Lois (Barbra) Gregory, who
survives him. They raised their three children in the suburbs of Chicago, where he worked
for over 30 years for Reynolds Metals Co. He retired as a supervisor in 1988 and he and
Thelma moved back home to Tennessee. For many years he taught Sunday school and
served as a deacon of Piney Level Baptist Church.
He loved people and had the heart of a servant. He also loved telling jokes, and didn’t let
being a terrible singer stop him from joining in a hymn. He told folks he was often
requested to sing solo — so low nobody could hear him. He was proud to be a
descendant of the Cades Cove Gregorys, and spent hours hiking the park’s trails.
He is preceded in death by his parents, John Paul and Jessie (Wilson) Gregory, his
brother Elmer Gregory (Brookfield, IL), and his sister Carolyn Riddle (Maryville, TN). As
well as his wife, Thelma, he is survived by his children, Robin Somerfield (wife of Dan),
Daryl Gregory, and Lisa Johnson (wife of David). He is survived by grandchildren
Courtney (Somerfield) De’Andrea (wife of Joe), Caitlin (Somerfield) Linder (wife of Mark),
Cameron Somerfield (husband of Taylor), Emma Gregory, Ian Gregory, Maya Whiteside,
Kyle Whiteside, Nolan Johnson, and Collin Johnson, as well as six great-grandchildren
and two on the way. They will miss their Pa.
Visitation will be held Saturday, November 2, from 11am to 12:30 at Smith West Chapel,
with service to follow at 12:30 and interment at 1pm at Grandview Cemetery. In lieu of
flowers, donations can be given St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital
(www.stjude.org/donate). Smith Funeral & Cremation Service, Maryville, 865-983-1000,
www.SmithFuneralandCremation.com.
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Comments

“

Darrell was my youth group leader at Welcome Hill Baptist church many years ago. I
didn't know I now live in the same area as he did. He was such a great man. My
heart is broken, but he is serving his Lord as he loved to do. My prayers for his
family.
(I was Renea Emmel those many years ago)

Renea Martinez - November 02, 2019 at 04:47 PM

“

I have missed seeing Darrell for several years now,and have missed him very much.
We spent many days together when we were growing up. We went together to the
Chicago area after high school and lived together that first summer while working for
Reynolds Aluminum. My employment was temporary as I returned for college. Darrell
chose to take permanent employment which turned into a career. We were there
together two more summers. Darrell and Thelma, after their marriage were very
generous looking after me in those follow-up summers. I will always remember
Darrell as probably my favorite cousin. Doc, rest in peace. I will always remember
you with love, and am so sorry that my health did not permit me to return for your
services.
With all my love, Don Wilson

Don Wilson - November 02, 2019 at 12:20 PM

“

Divine Peace Bouquet was purchased for the family of Darrell Paul Gregory.

November 01, 2019 at 04:41 PM

“

Lisa,
We are truly sorry for your loss. I know you truly loved him and it hurts to lose a
parent.
May the Lord bless you with peace and comfort.
Bill at Progression

Bill Medley - November 01, 2019 at 02:23 PM

“

Mike and Deb Johnson purchased the Fairest of All for the family of Darrell Paul
Gregory.

Mike and Deb Johnson - November 01, 2019 at 09:05 AM

“

Darrell has been a part of my life as long as I have had life . He was more than Dads
cousin he was a father figure to me . He played catch with me as a kid and taught me
things about life that I could never repay. He and my father were brother like and
made big sacrifices for their families . I loved him and have a void that will never be
filled . I will miss you Darrell and know that a great reunion is under way in Heaven
you with a cup of coffee and Dad and Mom with a Diet Rite ... Rest In Peace and till
we see each other again good bye .
Mike

Mike Heaton - October 31, 2019 at 10:43 PM

“

Beautiful Dreams was purchased for the family of Darrell Paul Gregory.

October 31, 2019 at 07:26 PM

“

I am so sorry for your loss the Gregory's were our neighbors in Darien, Illinois for
many years. He will be missed.

Mary Crichlow. - October 31, 2019 at 06:53 PM

